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T H E

Fit POSTSCRIPT,

CONTAINING

An Explication of thofe Words, the
Spirit, the Holy Spirit, and the
Spirit of God, as ufed in the

Scriptures.

HILALETHES, when he wrote

the foregoing Letter, had no occafion
to proceed any farther than he did. But now
he thinks, that if he could rightly explain
thofe words, zhe Spirit, and the Holy Spi-
ri¢, and the like, he fhould do a real fervice
to religion, and contribute to the under-
ftanding of the Scriptures.

This Poftfcript will confift of three fec-
tions. In the firft fhall be an argument,
fhewing the feveral acceptations of the words,
the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit. In the fe-
cond fection fuch texts will be confidered,
as may be fuppofed to afford objetions. In

the third divers other texts will be explained.
SECT.
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SECT. L
IN thewing the feveral accepta- . _
tions of thefe words in Scrip- ;ejrg"'

ture, I begin with a paffage of
Maimonides, generally reckoned as learned,
and judicious a writer, as any of the Jewith

Rabbins. |
“ The [ 1] word Spirit, fays he, has feves
ral fenfes. 1. It fignifies the air, that is, one
of

[1] Ruach vox eft homoryma, Significat enim;
primo, Aérem, hoc eft, unum ex quatuor elementis :
ut Veruach, et Spiritus Domini incutabat fuper aguas.
Gen. i. 2. Deinde, fignificat fpiritum flantem, h. e.
ventum. Ut Veruach, et [piritus (ventus) orientalis at=
tulit locuflas. Ex. x. 13, Item, Ruach, [piritus occiden-
talis. Ib. ver. 19. Et fic faepifime. Tertio, fumitur
pro fpiritu vitali. Ut Ruach, fpiritus vitae. Gen. vi.
17. Quarte, fumitur de parte illa hominis incorrupti-
bili, quae fuperftes remanet poft mortem. Ut Veruach,
et fpiritus hominis redit ad Deum, qui dedit eum. Ecc.
xil. 7.  Quinto, fignificat Influentiam Divinam, a Deo
prophetis inftillatam, cujus virtute prophetabant, quem-
admodum explicaturi fumus, quando de prophetii age-
mus : cujus ratio quoque in hoc libro pertraétanda. £t
Jeparabos min ruach, de fpirituy qui ¢ff in te, et ponam
in eis, Num. xi. 17. Et fuit, cum quieviffet [uper eos
haruach fpirftus, ver. 26. Item, Ruach, fpiritus lo=
quutus eff in me. 2. Sam. xxiil. 2. Sexto, fignificat
quoque propofitum, et voluntatem. Ut Kol rucho,
omnem . [piritum fuum profert flultus. Pr. xxix. 11. hoc
eft, omnem intentionem, voluntatem fuam. Sic, Et
exhaurietur ruach [piritus aegypti in medio ejus, et confi-
lium ejus abforbebo. If. xix. 3. i. e, diffipabitur propo-
fitum ipfius, et gubernatio ipfius abfcondetur. Sicy

G .@thh
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of the four elements. And the Spirit of the
Lord moved upon the face of the waters,
Gen. 1. 2.

2. Ie fignifies wind. And the eaft-wind
brougot the locufls. Ex. x. 13. Afterwards,
ver. 19. And the Lerd turned a mighty firong
weff-wind, which took away the locufts. And
in like manner very often.

3. It is taken for toe wital breath. He
remembered, that they were but flefh, a wind,
a {pirit, that paffeth away, and cometh not
again. P(. Ixxvii, 39. And, ail flefh, wherc-
in is the breath of life. Gen. vi 17.

4. It is taken for ¢he incorruptible part of
man, which furvives after death. And the
Spirit fhall return to God. who gave :t. Ecc,
xil, 7.

5. It

Quis direxit ruach Dominiy et quis vir confilii ejus, u?
indicare poffit eum. I, xl. 13. hoc eft, Quis eft, qui
fciat ordinem voluntatis ejus, aut qui apprehendat et
aflequatur, qua ratione hanc rerum univerfitatem guber-~
net, et qui eum indicare poflet.  Vides ergo, quod haec
vox, ruach, quando Deo attribuitur, ubique fumdtur
partim in quinta, partim in fexta et ultima fignifica-
tione, quatenus voluntatem fignificat. Exponatur in
quoque loco pro ratione rerum et circumftantiarum,
Rabbi Mofis Maimonidis liber More Nevobim. Part i,
cap. xl.

Veritas et quidditas prophetiae nihil aliud eft, quam
influentia 2 Deo Opt. Max. mediante intellectu, agente
fuper facultatem rationalem primo, deinde fuper facul-
tatem imaginariam influens, fd More Newveehim, P, 2.
cap, 36,
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5. It fignifies the Divine Influence, infpi-
ring the prophets, by virtue of which they
prophefied. I will take of the Spirit, that
15 tn thee, and will put it upon them. Numb.
xi. 17. And the Spirit refled upon them.
ver, 26. The Spirit of the Lord [pake by me,
and bis word was in my tongue. 2. Sam.
xxiii. 2.

6. It alfo fignifies defign, will, purpofe.
A fool uttereth all bis mind, literally, {pirit.
Prov. xxix. 11. And the Spirit of Egypt fhall
Jfail in the midft thereof, and I will defiroy
the counfel thereof. 1. xix. 3. Who bas di-
refled the Spirit of the Lord, or being his
counfellour bas taught bim 2 1f. x1. 13.

It is evident therefore, fays he, that the
word Spirit, when fpoken of God, is to
be always underflood, either in the fifzh, ot
the /ixth and laft acceptation of the word,
according as the coherence and circumf{tances
of things direct.”

This paflage of Maimonides, which I
have here tranfcribed at length, has been
taken notice of by divers learned Chriftian
writers. [2]

My defign leads me to obferve thofe texts
only of the Old and New Teftament, where
the word Spirit is {poken of God, or fuch
other, as may tend to explain thofe texts,

G 2 And,

[2] Selden de Synedr. L 2. ¢. 4. & dii, v, 8§, Bafs
nag. Exercitationes in Baron, po 45.
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And, firft of all, T think, that in many
places the Spirit, or the Spirit of Ged, or
the Holy Ghoft, is equivalent to God himfelf.

The Spirit of a man is the fame as man.
So the Spirit of God muft be the fame as
God himfelf. 1. Cor. ii. 11. What man
knoweth the things of a man, fave the [pirit
of man, that is in bim? Ewven [o the things
of God knoweth no man, [or noone] but the
Spirit of God.

1, Cor. xvi. 17. 18. 1 am glad of the
coming of Stephanas, and Fortunatus, and
Acbaicus . .. For they bhave refrefbed my [pi-
rit, and yours: that is, me and you. Or,
as Mr Locke paraphrafeth the place. ¢ For
by the account, which they have given me
of you, they have quieted my mind, and
yours too.”

Gal. vi. 18. The grace of our Lord
Fefus Chrift be withyour fpirit : that is, with
you. 2. Tim. iv. 22. The Lord Jefus Chriff
¢ with thy [pirit, or with thee.

Pf, cxxxix. Whither fball I go from thy
Spirit2 that is, from Thee. Or wbither
Soall I flee from thy prefence 2 In like man-
ner it 1s faid, with regard to Mofes. Pf. cvi.
33. becaufe they provoked bis [pirit, mean-
ing him,

If. Ixiil. ro. But they rebelled, and vexed
bis Holy Spirit. 'Which in other texts is ex-
preffed in this manner. Numb. xix. 11,
And the Lord faid unte Mofes : How long wilk

this
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this people provoke me! Pf. Ixxviil. §6. Yt
they tempted, and provoked the Moff High
God, and kept not his teflimomies. P, xcv.
When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and
Jaw my werk.

Soul is a word refembling fpirif, and of-
ten fignifies man, or perfon. Lev. iv, 2. If a
Joul fhall fin through ignorance... A& ii,
¢t And the [ame day were added to them three
thoufand fouls. So likewife ch. vii. 14, and
in very many other places.

And my foul is the fame as I, or my-felf.
Gen. xii. 13. dnd my foul fhall live becaufe
of thee. ch. xix. 10, that my [oul may blefs
thee, before 1 die. 2. Sam. iv. 9. As the
Lord liveth, who bas redeemed my foul out of
all adverfity. Job x. 1. My foul is weary of
my life. See alfo ch. vii. 15...Pf, xxxv. g.
And my foul fhall be joyful in the Lord. 1f.
Ixi. 10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord :
my foul fball be joyful in my God. Matt. xxvi.
38. My fpul is exceeding forrowful unto death.

The Divine Being himfelf f{ometimes
adopts this form of fpeech. If. i. 14. Your
new moons, and your appointed feafls, my foul
hateth. They are a trouble unto me. I am
weary to bear them. Where, my foul is the
fame as I, which is in the following claufe.

If. xlii. 1. My eleé?, in whom my foul de-
lighteth, or, in whom I delight. Compare
Matt, xii. 18. And fee Jer. v. 9. vi 8.

and other places. |
Gi3 - Secondly,
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Secondly, By the Spirit of God, or the
Spirit, or the Holy Ghofl, is often meant the
power, or wifdom of God, or his will and
command.,

P{, xxxiil. 6. By the word of the Lord
were the beavens made : and all the hoff of
them by the breath or fpirit of his mouth.
Where the word of the Lord, and the breath
of bis mouth, are all one. All things came
into being, and were difpofed by his will, at
bis word and command.

In like manner Job xxvi. 13. By bis
fpirit be bas garnifbed the beavens : bis band
bas formed the crooked ferpent : that is, the
winding conftellation in the heavens, which
we call The Milky Way, or the Galaxie. The
Jprit, or the band of God, which are both
one, has formed all thofe things.

Micah ii. 7. O thou that art named the
boufe of Facod, is the Spirit of the Lord
Sfiraitened ? A part of Mr. Lowth’s note up-
on which words is thus: ¢ Is God’s hand
or power fhortened ? Comp. 1f, lix. 1. Be-
hold, the Lord’s band is not [bortencd, that
it cannot fave.”’

Zach, iv. 6. Not by might, nor by power,
hut by my Spirit, faith the Lord of boffs. Here
Mr Lowth’s note is to this purpofe. ¢ Zeru-
babel and Fofbua, with the Jews under their
conduét, fhall finith the temple, and re-
eftablith the Fewi/b ftate, not by force of

arms,
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arms, or of human power, but by the fe-
cret afliftance of my Providence.”

Luke i. 35. Aud the angel anfwered, and
Jaid wnto ler: The Holy Ghoft fhall come
upon thee, and the power of the Higheft fhalf
overfhadow thee. ‘The later words explain
the former. And the Holy Ghoft is faid to
be the fame as the power of God. Where
likewife it follows : Therefore alfo that holy
thing, which fhall be born of thee, fhall be
called the Son of God.

Matt. xii. 28. But if I caft out demons by
the Spirit of Ged, then is th: kingdom of
God come unto you. Luke xi. 20. But if I
with the finger of God caft out demons, no
doubt the kingdom of God is come wupon
you. [3]

So that the finger of God, or the Spirit of
God, is the fame as the power of God, or
God himfelf. As St. Peter fays. Afs ii. 22.
Ye men of Ifrael, bear thefe words: Fefus of

G 4 Na-

[3] ¢¢ Again, Matt. xii. 28. If I caft ont devils by
the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unta
you. Here the Spirit of God does not fignify the Holy
Ghoftt, or the third perfon of the Holy Trinity, but
the power of God: as appears from the parallel paflage
in St Luke xi. 20. where inftead of the Spirit of God,
we read the finger of God. By this power the man
Chrift was enabled to caft out devils. For he fpeaks
of himfelf here in his human, not in his divine nature,
according to the notion, which the Pharifees had of
him: as is plain from his filing himfelf the Son of man,
in the fequel of his difcourfe to them.” Abraham La
Maine's Treatife on Miracles, p. 50,
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Nazareth, a man approved of God among
you by miracles, and wonders, and figns,
awhich God did by him, in the midft of you, as
ye yourfelves alfo /mow

To which two texts of St. Matthew and
St Luke, juft alledged, may be added, as
very fimilar, if not exatly parallel, fome
others. 2, Cor. iii. 3. Forafimuch as ye are
manifeftly declared to be the epifile of Chrift,
mintflred by us, written not with ink, but
with the Spirit of the living God: not in
tables of flone, but in flefbly tables of the
beart. Undoubtedly alluding to what is
faid of the two tables containing the ten
commandments. Ex. xxxi. 18. and Deut,
ix. 10. that rhey awere written by the finger
¢of God, or miraculoufly, by God himfelf,
So allo Pf. viii. 3. When 1 conjfider thy
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
and flars, which thou baft ordained. See Pa-
trick upon Ex. xxxi, 18.

Thiraly, By the Spirit, or the Spirit of
God, or the Holy Ghofl, is oftentimes meant
an extraordinary gift from God of power,
wifdom, knowledge and underftanding.

Sometimes hereby is intended courage, or
wifdom, or fome one particular advantage
only. At other times hereby is intended a
plentiful effufion of a variety of fpiritual

ifts.
& For which reafon it will be needful to al-
ledge,
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ledge, under this article, many texts, both
from the Old and the New Teftament.

Ex. xxxi. 1 ..7. And the Lord [pake un-
to Mofes, faying : See, I bave called by name
Bezaleel the fon of Urs, the fon of Hur, of
the tribe of ‘fudab, And I bave filled bim
with the Spirit of God, in wifdom, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
Ship, to devife cunning work in gold, and in
filver, and in brafs ... And bebold, I bave
given with bim Aboliab, . . . and in the bearts
of all that are wife-bearted, 1 bave put wif-
dom, that they may make all that I bave com-
manded thee, See alfo ch. xxxv. 30... 35,
and xxxvi. I. 2.

Numb. xi. 16. 17. And the Lord faid unto
Mofes : Gather to me feventy men of the el-
ders of the people . . . And I will take of the
Spirit which is upon thee, and will put it
upon them. No one underftands hereby, that
God intended to take from Mofes a fpiritual
being, or part of a {piritual being : but that
He determined to beftow upon thole elders
qualifications of wifdom and underftanding,
refembling thofe in Mofes, by which he was
{o eminent and diftinguithed.

Afterwards it is faid : ver. 25. 26. And
the Lord came down in a cloud, and [pake
unto bim, and took of the Spirit that was
upon bim, and gave it unto the feventy elders.
And it came to pafi, that when the Spirit
refied upon them, they propbefied, and did not

' ceafe :
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ceafe : meaning for fome while.  But there
remained two of the men in the camp ... And
the Spirit refied upon them, .. . and they pro-
phefeed in the camp.

Deut. xxxiv. 9. And Fofbua was full of the
Spirit of wifdom : For Mofes bad laid bis
bands upon bim.

Judges iii. 10. And the Spirit of the
Lord came upon bim, [Othniel] and be judged
Ifrael, and went out to war ... And bis
band prevailed againft Chufban-rifbathaiim.

Judg. vi. 34. But the Spirit of the Lord
came upon Gideon...ch. xi. 29. Then the

Spirit of the Lord came upon Feptha.
.. Ch. xiv. 5. 6. Then went Samfon down,

and bis father and hbis mother, to Timnatbh,
And bebold, a young lion roared againft bim.
And the S/)z'rz't of the Lord came mightily
upon bim. And be rent him, as he would
have rent a kid.  And be bad nothing in bis
band. See 1ikew1fe ch. xv. 14.

2. Sam, xxiii. 1..3. Now thefe be the laft
words of David. Dawd the fon of Feffz
aid, and the man, who was raifed up on
bzg/a the anointed of the God of Facob, and
the fweet Plalmift of Ilfrael, faid: The Spirit
of the Lord [pake by me, and bhis word was
in my tongue, The God qf Ifrael faid, the
sock of Ifrael [pake to me: He that ruleth
over men, mufi be juft, ruling in the fear of
God,

2. Chron,
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2. Chron. xx. 14. 15, Then upon fabe-
ziel, the fon of Zachariab, the fon of Bena-
Jab, .. a Levite of the fins of Afaph, came
the Spirit of the Lord, in the midft of the
congregation. And be faid : Hearken ye, alf
Fudab, and ye inbabitants of ferufalem . . .
Another inftance of what Maimonides calls
divine influence, whereby a man is enabled
to prophefy, or give counfel from God in a
difficult circumftance, as that was with the
people of Fudab.

So Ezek. xi, 4. §. Therefore prophefy a-
gainf them, prophely, o fon of man. .And
the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and faid
unto me : Speak, Thus faith the Lord . . And
St. Peter fays 2. Ep. 1. 20. 21. Knowing
this firft, that no prophecy of the feripture is
of any private interpretation, impulfe, or
fuggeftion. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man : but boly men fpake,
as they were moved by the Holy Ghofi, or by
the divine influence. As St Paul allo fays.
2. Tim. iil. 16. Al feripture is given by in-
Spiration of God.

1. Chron. xii. 18. Then the Spirit came
upon Amafai, who was chief of the captains,
and be faid : Thine are we, David, and on
thy fide, thou fon of Teffe. Peace be unto
thee, and peace be to thy belpers. For thy
God belpeth thee. Then David received them.
Patrick’scomment is to this purpofe : ¢ The
Spirit of power, faith the Targum: _tha(t3 is;i

: 0
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God powerfully moved him with an heroi.
cal boldnefs and refolution, in the name of
them all to proteft fidelity to David, in fuch
pathetical words, as convinced him, they
were friends.”

2. Kings ii. 9. And it came to pafs, when
they were gone over, [Jordan] that Elijab
Jaid unto Elifpa: Afk, what I fhall do for
thee, before 1 be taken away from thee. And
Elifba faid : I pray thee, let a double portion
of thy Spirit be upon me.

By which fome have fuppofed, that E/;-
Jha begged to have as much more of the Spi-
‘rit, as Elijab had, But as that would be
arrogance, the beft Commentators rather
think, he only defired, that he might be as
the eldeft, or firft-born among his fellow-
difciples : even as the firft-born in a family
had a double portion to that of other chil-
dren. See thereafter ver 1 5. and Deut. xxi.
17. and Grotius, and Patrick, upon this
text. All muft be fenfible, that a gift, not
a perfon, is here intended.

Prov. i. 23. Turn you at my reproof. Be-
bold, 1 will pour out my Spirit unto you. 1
will make known my words unto you. ¢ That
is, 1 will teach you, and enable you to un-
derftand the rules of virtue and holinefs.
Which if you follow, you will be happy.”

Zach. xii. 10. And I will pour out upon
the boufe of David, and upon the inbabitants
of Jerufalem, the Spirit of grace and fuppli-

cations.
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cations. 'Which cannot implye a promife of
pouring out upon them a tranfcendent being
or {pirit : but of giving them the temper,
the qualification, the difpofition of grace
and fupplication.

There are alfo in the Old Teftament pro-
mifes of the Spirit relating to the Meffiah.

If. xi. 1..3. And there fball come forth -
a rod out of a flem of Fefle . .. And the Spi-
rit of the Lord fball reft upon bim, the [pirit
of wifdom, and underflanding, the [pirit of
counfel and might, the [pirit of knowledge, and
of the fear of the Lord. And fball make bim
of quick underflanding in the fear of the
Lord.

If. Ixii, 2. Bebold my fervant, whom I
uphold, my elec?, in whom my foul delighteth.
1 bave put my Spirit upon bim. He fhall
bring forth ]udgement to the Gentiles.

And the promifes of the Spirit, in the
times of the Meffiah, import alfo a plentiful
effufion of {fpiritual gifts.

If. xliv. 3. Adnd 1 will pour water upon
bim that is thirfly, and flouds upon the dry
ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy feed,
and my bleffing upon thy offspring. Comp,
John vii. 38. 39. Adsii. 17.18. And fee
If. lix. 2. Ezek, xi. 19, XXXVi. 27, Xxxvii,
14. XXXiX. 29.

Joel ii. 28. 29. And it fhall come to pafs
afterwards, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flefb, And your fons, and your daugh-

fers
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ters fhall prophefy.  Your old men fhall dream
dreams, your young men [ball fee vifions, And
alfo upon the fervants, and the bandmaids, in
thefe days will I pour out my Spirit. See
A&sii. 17. 18.

In all which texts, as feems very evident,
by the Spirit, and the Spirit of God, and
the Spirit of the Lord, is meant not a being,
or intelligent agent, but a power, a gift, a
favour, a blefling.

I proceed to the New Teftament, in
which likewife many texts are to be taken
notice of by us.

Matt. x. 19. 20. But when they deliver
you up, take nothought how, or what ye fhall
fpeak. For it fhall be given you iu that Jame
bour what ye fhall fpeak.  For it is not ye that
Jpeak, but the Spirit of your Fatber awhich
Jpeaketh in you.

Mark xiii. 11. But when they fhall lead you,
and deliver you up, take no thought beforeband
awhat ye fhall [peak, neither do you preineditate.
But whatfocver fball be given you in that bour,
that [peak ye. For it is not ye that [peak, but
the Holy Ghoft.

Luke xii. 11. 12, And when they bring
you unto the Jynagogues, and unto magiftrates,
and powers ; take ye no thought, how, or what
thing ye fball anfwer, or what ye fhall [ay.
For the Holy Ghofl fball teach you, in ihat fame
bour, what ye ought to fay.

Luke
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Luke xxi. 14. 15. Setile it therefore in
your hearts, not to meditate before what ye
Jhall anfwer.  For I will give you a mouth
and wifdom, or wife {peech, which all your
adverfaries fball not be able to gainfdy, or
refift.

How thefe and the like promifes were af-
terwards falfilled, when the Apoftles of
Chrift, and other "his difciples, were brought
before the Jewifh, or other rulers and go-
vernours, we fee in their hiftorie, recorded
in the book of the A&s. Of St Stephen, in
particular, it is faid, ch. vi. 9. 10. Then
there arofe certain, difputing with Stephen.
And they were not able to refift the wifdom,
and the Spirit, by which be [pake.

John iii. 34. For ke, whom God bath fent,
Speaketh the words of God. For God giveth
not the Spirit by meafure unto bim. Here by
the Spirit, as 1 fuppofe, all underftand a
gift.

° John vil. 37 .z 39. fn the laft day, that great
day of the feaft, Fefus food, and cried, _/21 -
ing : If any man thirft, let kim come to me,
and drink. He that believeth on me, as the
Jeripture bath [aid, out of bis belly fhall flow
rivers of living water. But this fpake be of
the Spirit, awbich they that believe on him
Should receive.  For the Holy Ghoft was not yet
given, becaufe that Jfefus was not yet glorified.

Here
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Here alfo, as is very plain, by zhe Spirit,
and tbe Holy Ghoft, is meant a gift, or a
plentiful effufion of fpiritual gifts.

John xx. 19 .. 22. Then the fame day at
evening, being the firft day of the week. ..
came Jefus, and flood in the midft, and faith
unto them: Peace be unto you . .. As my Fa-
ther hath fent me, even fo fend I you. And
when be bad [aid this, be breathed on them,
and [faith unto them : Receive ve the Holy
Ghoft : that is, he encouraged them to relye
upon him for the fulfilment of the promife
he had made, that they fhould receive from
above fufficient qualifications for the dif-
charge of thcir high office. Which actu-
ally came to pafs on the day of Pentecoft
next enfuing.

AGsi. 4. 5. And being affembled together
with them, be commanded them, that they
Should not depart from Ferufalem, but wait for
the promife of the Fatber, which ye bhave beard
of me. [Luke xxiv. 49.] For Fobn truly bap-
tized with water : but ye fhall be baptized
with the Holy Ghoft, not many days hence.
Which cannot be underftood of a perfon.
The meaning therefore is: Ye fhall be fa-
vored with a plentifol effufion of {piritual
gifts, As the event likewife fhews. See
John i. 33. and Aés xi. 16.

Ver. 8. But ye fhall recerve power, after
that the Holy Ghoft is come upon you.

Ads
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A&s it 1.. 4. And when the day of
Pentecoft was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place . . And they were all
Silled with the Holy Ghoft, and began to [peak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.

When all men wondered at this ftrange
appearance, and fome mocked, ver, 14...
18. Peter ftanding up fays: This ¢s that,
which was [poken by the Prophet foel. Ard
1t fhall come to pafs in the laff days, [aith
God, 1 will pour out my Spirit upon all flefb,
And your fons and your daughters fball pro-
phefy, and your old men fhall dream dreams.
And on my fervants and my band-maidens 1
will pour out my Spirit, and they fball pro-
thefy.

Ver. 33. Therefore being by the right hand
of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promife of the Holy Ghoft, be hath
Shed forth, or poured out, this, which ye now
ee and bear.

Ver. 38: Then Peter [aid unto them : Re-
pent, and be baptized. . in the name of Fefus
Chrift . . . And ye fhall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghaft.

A&s iv. 8. Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Ghoft, [aid unto them : Ye rulers of the
people, and elders of Ifrael .. .

-+ Ver, 21. And when they bad prayed, the
place was fhaken, where they were affembled

together, and they were all filled with the
H Holy
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Holy Ghefl.  And they [pake the word with
boldnefs. . . 33. And with great power gave
the Apoflles witnefls of the refurrcétion of
the Lord Ffefus. And great grace was up-
on all.

A&s vi. 3. Wherefore, brethren, look ye
out among you [even men of boneft report, full
of the Holy Ghoft and wifdsm, whom we may
appoint over this bufinefs . . ver. 5. And the
Jaying pleafed the whole multitude.” And they
chofe Stepben, full of the Holy Ghoft, and
Philip . . . ver. 8. And Ste])bm Jull of faith
and power did great wonders and miracles
among the people g. Then there arofe cer-
tain, .. difputing with Stephen. .. vo. And
they were not able to refift the wifdom, and
the Spirit, éy which be [pake.

A&s vill. 14. Now wbhen the Apofiles,
which were at Ferufalem, beard that Sama-
ria had received the word of God, they fent
unto them Peter and fobn. 15. Who when
they were come down, prayed for them, that
they might receive the Holy Ghofl. For as yet
be was fallen upon none of them. Only they
were baptized in the name of the Lord 76-
Sfus. 17, Then laid they their bands on them,
And they received the Hol Ghoff. 18. And
when Simon faw, that z‘/.;raugb laying on of
the Apoftles bands the Holy Ghoft was given,
be offered them money. And what follows.

A&s x. g4. While Peter yet [pake thofe
words, the Holy Ghoft fell on all them which

heard
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beard the word. 45. And they of the cir-
cumctfion which believed, were aflonifbed, as
many as came with Peter, becanfe that on the
Gentiles awere poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghofi.  46. For they beard them [peak with
tongues, and wmagnify God. 47. Then an-
Sfwered Peter : Can any man forbid water;
that thefe fhould not be baptized, which bave
received the Holy Ghof?, as well as we ?

A&s xi. 16. 17. Forafmuch then, as God
gave them the like gift; as be did unto us,
who believed on the Lord Fefus 3 what was I,
that 1 could withffand God? xv. 18. /And
God, which kuows the bearts, bare them
witnefs; giving them the Holy Ghoft, as be
did unto us. |

I have omitted As ix. 17. and %. 38
for the fake of brevity, and as not being ne-
ceflary to be now infifted upon. The pa-
ragraph in Ads xix. 1 .. 7. will be confi-
dered hereafter among the texts, that are to
be explained.

Rom. v. 5. And hope maketh not afbamed,
becaufe the love of God is fhed abroad in our
bearts by the Holy Gho?, which is given
to us. :

Tit. iii. 5.6. . -according to his mercy be bas
Javed us by the wafbing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghoft : which be [bed
on us, [has poured out upon us, ou efexeer
9 wuas,) abundantly, through Fefus Chrift
our Saviour,

H 2 Hebr,
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Hebr. ii. 4. God alfo bearing them witnef
both with figns and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the Hboly Gbhofl, ac-
cerding to bis own will,

and gifts of the Holy Ghofi. It fhould be
rather rendred, and diffributions of the Holy
G/ﬂaﬂ: %ouk wuéu‘lu,owog wyiy lu,e[)m'lu,gzg. A re-
markable expreffion, plainly declaring, that
by the Holy Ghoft, or the Holy Spirit, was
meant thofe fpiritual gifts, which came down
upon men from heaven immediately, or
were communicated, in great variety, by the
laying on of the hands of the Apoftles.

Hebr. vi. 4. —thofe who were once en-
iightened, and bave taﬁed of the heavenly
gift, and were partakers of the Ho/y Gbo/i
—res 0‘72’0&; @wwa‘@ev;w 7su0'alueu8g TE TYC
dmosf/g T'qg ewxpzx.u,, o /4570;/&; ysm@enag
TVEVURTOS ayis.

Dr. Whithy's paraphrafe is this: ¢ and
having tafted of the beavenly gift, and were
wade partakers of the Holy Ghoff, fent down
from heaven, and conferred on them by the
impofition of hands.”

Learped interpreters are not agreed in

the meaning of the beavenly gift. To me
it feems, that by both thefe expreffions, one
and the fame thing is intended, even the Holy
Ghoft : and that the writer of this epiftle
calls it zbe beavenly gift, in allufion to the
defcent of the Holy Ghoff upon the Apoﬁle;
an
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and their company on the day of Pentecoft,
as related Alts i, 1., 13.

But though Commentators do not agree
in their interpretation of the firft particular,
I fuppofe, that by the Holy Ghoft they ge-
nerally underltand miraculous powers and
gifts, of which perfons here {poken of had
partaken. So Whitby, as juft cited. So like-
wile Grotius. Subjicit etiam participes fuiffe
Spiritus Sanéti, id eft, dona confecutos pro-
phetiae, linguarum, f{anationum, quae non
contingebant eo tempore nifl juftificatis, id
elt, purgatis. Grot. inloc. Du [aint efprit.]
Des dons miraculeux. Le Clerc.

1. Pet. i. 12. Unto whom it was revealed,
that not unto themfeluves, but unto us, they did
minifler the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that bave preached the gof~
pel to you, with the Holy Ghoft fent down from
beaven,

Here I fuppofe to be a plain reference to
the plentiful effufion of the Holy Spirit up-
on the Apoftles on the day of Pentecoft, as
related by St Luke at,the begining of the
book of the A&s. It is probable, that many
of the Chriftians, to whom St. Peter is here
writing, were converted by St. Paul/, who
was not prefent with the reft on that memo-
rable day. Neverthelefs he had received
the Spirit in a very plentiful meafure, and
immediately from heaven, without the inter-
vention of any of thofe who were Apoftles

H 3 before
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before him. It is alfo very likely, that St
Peter himfelf, and fome others of the twelve
had been in thefe countreys, before his writ-
ing this epiftle. For, not now to mention
St fobn, who perhaps did not take up his
abode at E‘pbe/ds, till after the writing this
epiftle of Pezer. 1 think we have good
evidence, that [4] Philip, one of the twelve
Apoftles, refided for fome time, and di.1 at
Hierapolis in Pbrygia.  And it may be
reckoned probmble that he was for a while
very ufeful in preaching the gofpel in thofe
parts, and that he wrought miracles among
the people there.
By the Holy Ghoft fent down frou beaven,

I fuppofe to be meant the infpiration of thc
Apoftles, and the miraculous powers and
gifts, with which they were endowed.
~ Res illae magnae nobis plene explicatae
funt per Apoftolos, et eorum adjutores, coel:-
tus donatys szr ity Sanilo, 1d eft, donis ma-
joribus, quam ipfi Prophe*ae habuer\., et de
quibus lpﬁ Prophetae funt locuati, ut Joel i,
28. Grot. in loc

John iv, Herpﬁy know we, that we
dwe// in bim, (md he in us, écmuﬁ be bas
ngvm us of hzs Spirit : v éx 78 "Jveuu.oc‘roc;
wvrx EEJ&JK{:V 17/4,111 Afld fee ch. 1, 20.

In

[4] Vid. Enfeb. H. E. . 3. ¢c. 3. L §. cap. 240
ju. Hoeron de V. 1 eap. 45. Polyerates, ‘
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In thefe texts the Spirit, or the Holy
Ghof?, is oftentimes fpoken of as a g7f¢. And
there is a variety of expreflions, fuch as gi-
wing, pouring out, falling upon men, receiving,
and being filled with, the Holy Ghoft:
which import a gift, a power, a privilege,
and blefling, rather than a perfon.

To all which may be added, fourtbly, that
in the epiftles of the New Teftament there
are at the begining, and clfewhere, wifhes
of peace from God the Father, and the
Lord Jefus Chrift, but none from the Spi-
rit diftinétly. Nor are there any doxologies,
or afcriptions of glory, to the Spirit diftinct-
ly, though there are feveral fuch afcriptions
to God, and Chrift, or to God through
Chrift.

Rom. i. 7. To all that be in Rome, be-
lcved of God, called to be faints. Grace be
to you and peace from God our Fatber, and
the Lord Tfefus C/arz/? So alfo 1. Cor. 1. 3.

2. Cor. 1. 2. Gal. i. 3. Eph. 1. 2. and elfe-
where. And Eph. vi. 13. Peace be to the
brethren, and love with faith from God the
Father, and the Lord Fefus Chriff.

Some of the doxologies are thefe. Rom.
xt. 36. For of bim, and through him, and
to him are all things., To whom be glary for-
ever. Amen. xvi. 27. To God only wife be
glory through Tfcfus C/)rz/l Jorever, _men,
See Eph. iii. 20.21 ... Philip. iv. 8. Now
unto God, even our Fatber be glory forcver

4 an
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and ewer. Bee 1. Tim. 1. 17 . .. Hebr, xiii’
20. 21. Now the God of peace . . make you
perfect, . .. through Fefus Chriff.  To whom
ée g/ory forever and ever. Amen. 1. Pet.1v.
That God in all things may be glorified
Zbroug/) Fefus Chrift. To whom be praife and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 2. Pet.
ii. 18, But grow in grace, and in the know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour fefus Chrift.
To bim be glory both now and ever. Amen.
And fee Jude. ver. 24. 25. .. Rev.i. 5. 6.
Unto bim that loved us, and redremea’ us from
our fins by bis own bloud and bas made us
Kings and Priefls unto God even bis Father :
to bim be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen. See alfo Rev. iv. 9. .. 11
V. 12. 13. Vii. Io.

I quote no other books as of authority,
‘befide the books of Scripture commonly re-
ceived by Chrifiians, as of divine original.
Neverthelefs I may obferve by way of illuf-
tration, that the wifhes of peace, and the
doxologies in the moft early Chriftian wri-
ters, are agreeable to thofe in the Epiftles of
the New Teﬂament which have been juft
now alleged.

The epiltle of Clement, writ in the name
of the church of Rome to the church of
Corinth, begins in this manner. ¢ Grace
and peace be multiplied unto you from God
Almighty through Jefus Chrift,”

In
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In this epiftle are feveral doxologies. And
they are all afcribed to God, or Chrift, or to
God through Chrift.

The conclufion of the epiftle is in thefe
words : ‘¢ The grace of our Lord Jefus
Chrift be with you, and with all every
where, who are called by God through
him : through whom to Him te glory, ho-
nour, might, majefty, and everlafting do-
minion, for ever and ever. Amen.”

The epiftle of Polycarp, Bithop of Smyrna,
which is {ent to the Philippians, is infcribed
in this manner : “ Polycarp, and the Pref-
byters that are with him, to the Church of
God which is at Philippi. Mercy and
peace be multiplied unto you from God Al-
mighty, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift,
our Saviour,”

In the twelfth chapter, or fection of that
epiftle are thefe expreflions.  Now the
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
and He himfelf, who is our everlafting High-
Prieft, the Son of God, Jefus Chrift, build
you up in faith and truth, meeknefs and

atience.”

A catholic author, fuppofed to have lived
about the year of Chrift 220. and writing
againft heretics, fays: ¢ There is, indeed,
one God, whom we can know no other-
wife, but from the holy fcriptures. ... .
Whatever therefore the divine fcriptures de-
clare, that let us embrace: what they teacih,

ct
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let vs learn.  And as the Father willeth we
thould believe, fo let us believe : as he wil«
leth the Son fhould be honoured, fo let us
honour him : as [5] he willeth the Holy
Ghoft fhould be given, fo let us accept.”
Ferome fays, < that [6] Laclantius in
his epiftles, efpecially thofe to Demetrian,
denyes the perfonality of the Holy iGhoft :
reterring him, and his operations, as the
Jews allo erromouﬂy do, to the Father,

or the Son.”

And in unother place he fays, that [7]
this was the fentiment of many Chriftians in
his own time, who did not underftand the

feriptures,
The Bifhops in the Council of Nice, hav-

ing declared the doérine concerning God

the Father, and our Lord Jefus Chrift, add :
“ and

Fs] ... %o o Biney mfops oy dwpliobas, Aws
Cumev,  Hippolyt. contr. Neét. §.ix. p, 12. ap. Fatr.
7. 2.

[6] La&tantius in epiftolis fuis, et maxime in epifto-
lis ad Demetrianum, Spiritus Sanéti negat fubftantiam,
et errore Judaico dicit eum vel ad Patrem referri, vel
ad Filium, et fanétificationem utriufque perfonae fuh
nomine ejus demonftrari. Hieren, ad Pamm. et Oc. ep,
41. al. 65. T. 4. p. 345.

{7] Hoc idco : quia multi per imperitiam {criptura-
rum (quod et Firmianus in o&avo ad Demetrianum
epiftolarum libro fecit:) aflerunt, Spiritum fanétum
faepc Patrem, faepe Filium nominari, Etcum perfpi-
cue in Trinitate credamus, tertiam perfonam auferen-
tes, non fubftantiam ejus volunt efTe, fed nomen. J[d,
i Galat, cap, v, ver. 6. T. 4. P.i. p, 268.
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¢ and in the Holy Ghoft:” that is: ¢ and
we believe in the Holy Ghoft.”

It follows in the fame Creed, as it is ex-
hibited in the Liturgy of the Church of
England: ¢ The Lord and giver of life,
Who proceedeth from the Father and the
Son, Who with the Father and the Son is
worfhiped and glorified, Who {pake by the
Prophets.,”  But that is not in the Creed of
the Council of Nice, which fat in the year
of our Lord, 325, but it is taken from the
Creed of the Council of Conflantinople,
which was convened in the year 381. Or, as
it is more accuratly exprefled by Bifhop
Burnet at the begining of his Expofition of
the eighth article of the Church of Eng-
land : “¢ So that the Creed, here called the
Nice-Creed, is indeed the Conflantinopolitan
Creed, together with the addition of Filio-
gue made by the Weftern Church.”

might add a great deal more from the
wnters of the firlt three centuries. But this
is not a place for enlargement. What has
been already faid, may be fufficient to render
it probable that the doGrine of the Trinity,
which is now commonly received, and which
is fo much difliked by many, was not formed
all at once, but was the work of feveral
ages.

SECT,
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SECT. IL

U T it may be objected, that
Ojetions B the szrzt or the Holy Ghofi,
is oftentimes fpoken of as a perfon, and ef-
pecially in St “Fobn’s Gofpel.

John xiv. 16. 17. And Iwill pray the Fa-
ther, and be fball give you ancther Comforter,
that be may abide with you for ever, even the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot re-
ceive, becaufe it fecth him not, neither knoweth
him. But ye know bim. For be dwelleth
with you, and fhall be in you.

.ver. 25,26, Thefe things have I [poken
unto you, being prefent aith you. But the
Comforter, which #s the Holy Ghoft, whom
the Father will fend in my name, be fball teach
you all things, and bring all things to your re-
membrance, 'wbzzzjoewr 1 have faid unto you.

John xvi. 7. Neverthelefs 1 tell you the
truth. It is expedient for you, that I go
away. For if 1go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you. But if Idepart, I
will fend bim wunto you....12. I have yet
many things to fay unto you. But ye cannot
bear them now. 13. Howbeit, when the Spi-
yit of truth iscome, be will guide you into all
truth.  For be fball not [peak of bimfelf. But
whatfoever be fball bear, that fball be [peak.
And be will few you things to come. 14. He

Shalf
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Srall glorify me.  For be fhall recerve of mine,
and fhall fhew 1t unto you. 15, Al things
that the Father bath, are mine. Therefore
Jaid I, that ke fball take of mine. And fhall
Shew it unto you.

In anfwer to which feveral things may
be faid.

1. Itis not uncommon, in the language
of fcripture, to perfonalize many things, to
which we do not afcribe intelligence.

The book of Proverbs, where Wifdom
is brought in fpeaking, as a perfon, isa well
known and remarkable inftance. So like-
wife in the New Teftament death reigus,
Rom. v. 14. 17. and is an enemy. 1. Cor.
xv. 26. 55..57. And fin is fpoken of as
a lord and mafter, and pays wages, and that
in oppofition to God, the moft perfect agent.
Rom. vi. 12. Let not fin therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye fhould obey it in the
lufts thereof. 14. For fin fhall not have do-
minion over you. 17. Ye were once the [er-
vants of fin . . 23. For the wages of fin is
death. But the gift of God is eternal life
through Fefus Chrift our Lord.

And how many things are done by Cha-
rity, as defcribed by St Paul ! 1. Cor. xiii.
It fuffereth long, and is kind, thinketh no
evil, beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things, and
the like.

1 might
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1 might quote here many other texts.
Judg. xxiv. 26, 27. Azd“}‘oﬂma took a great
Sflone, and [et it up there under an oak .

And Jofbua faid unto all the people : Bebold
this flone fball be a witnefs unto wus : For if
has beard all the words of the Lord, which
be [pake unto us. It fhall therefore be @ wit-
nefs unto you, leaft ye deny your God.

John xii. 48. He that rejeéteth me, and
receiveth not my words, bas one that judgeth
bim. The word that 1 bave [poken, the fame
fhall judge bim at the laft day.

Let me recite here the words of a pious
and learned Englith writer. [8] ¢ To con-
clude this point, the fum of our Saviour’s
preaching confifts in inculcating this one
great and fundamental truth of Chrlf’uamt/
that we are nothing, and God is all in all. It
is his Word, that enlightens our minds, his
Spirit directs our wills, his Providence orders
our affairs, his Grace guides us here, and
his Mercy muft bring us to heaven here-
after.”

Why is God’s Spiriz a perfon more than
his Providence, or his Grace, or Mercy?
We know, that by thefe latt this writer does
not intend perfons, though he afcribes to
them the guidance of us, or other a&ions.

In the Jewifh language, and among the
Jewith

[8] Direftions fir profitable Reading the Holy Serip-
tuvese By William Lowth, p. 100.
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Jewith people, fpirit would no more fignify
a perfon, than grace or mercy. Nor were
they more hkely to afcribe diftinét perfonality
to the fpirit, than we to the grace, or mer-
cy, or providence of God.

2. There is not in the Acts of the Apo-
ftles, or in any other book of the New
Teftament, any account of the appearance
and manifeftation of a great agent, or per-
fon, after our Saviour’s afcenfion. Therefore
no fuch thing was promifed, or intended by
our Saviour, nor expeted by the Apoftles,
who could not but know his meaning,

3. ‘In other texts of Scripture, and parti-
cularly in St Fohn’s Gofpel, by zhe Spirit,
or the Holy Ghff, is meant a giff, or a plen-
tiful effufion of fpiritual gifts. 1 intend
John iii, 34. vii. 39. xx. 22. which were
alleged not long agoe,

4. Our Saviour himfelf has explained what
he meant by zhe Comforter.

So it is in one of thofe texts, upon which
this objeftion is founded. John. xiv. 26.
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghof? :
or, more hterally, the Comforter t/Je Ho[y
Gboﬂ o 88 waparAITOs, TO WyEUMA TO oy,
But by the Holy Ghoft, in other places of
this Gofpel, as well as in many other texts
of the New Teftament, is not meant, as we
have plainly feen, a powerful agent, but the
Divine Influence, or the effufion of fpiritual
gifts. This therefore is what our Lord in-

1 tended
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tended by zhe Comforter. And this fenfe fs
confirmed by the book of the A&ts, wherein
is recorded the fulfilment of our Saviour’s
promife. |

5. Our blefled Lord, in fpeaking of this
matter, has made ufe of a variety of expref-
fions : by attending to which we may clearly
difcern his true meaning in what he fays of
the Comforter.

Matt. xxviil. 20. And lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world, In
John xiv. 16. lately quoted, he fays: Iw://
pray the Fatber, and be fhall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever. One and the fame thing is intended
in both places.

In the texts of St. Feln's Gofpel, upon
which this objeftion is built, our Saviour
fpeaks of the teachings of the Spirit, where-
by the difciples would be enlightened, and
lead into a clear difcernment of his fcheme
of religion. Butin John xvi. 25. are thefe
expreflions. Thefe things bave I fpoken unto

ou in proverbs, The time cometh, when I
Sfball no more [peak to you in proverbs, or pa-
rables : but I fhall fhew you plainly of the
Father. Here our Lord fpeaks of thofe
teachings, as his own.

In Matt, x. 20. it is faid ¢« For it is not
ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of your Fatber,
which fpeaketh in you. 'To the like purpofe

in Mark xiii. 11, and Luke xii, 12, But
in
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in Luke xxi. 15. our Lord expreffeth him-
felf in this manner. For I will give you a
mouth and wifdom, which all your adverfa-
ries fhall not be able to gainfay, nor refjft.

Mark xvi. 19. 20. So then after the Lord
had [poken unto them, be was received up in-
to heaven, and [at on the right band of God.
And they went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with them, or the
Lord co-operating, & xupis cuvepysvroc, and
confirming the word with figns following.
Here the miracles of the Apoftles, after his
afcenfion, are afcribed to our Lord himfelf,
or his powerfull prefence and influence,

A&six. 17. 18, And Ananias went bis
way, and entred into the boufe : and putting
his bands upon bim, faid : Brother Saul, the
Lord, even fefus, that appeared to thee in
the way, as thou cameft, bath fent me, that
thou mighteft receive thy fight, and be filled
with the Holy Ghoft. And immediately there
fell from bis eyes, as it had been fcales. And
be received fight forthwith, and arofe, and
was baptized.

A&s ix. 32 .. 34. And it came to pafs, as
Peter paffed throughout all quarters, be came
down alfo to the faints, which dwelt at Lydda.
And there be found a certain man, named
Eneas, which bad kept bis bed eight years,
and was fick of the palfie. And Peter faid

unto bim : Eneas, Fefus Chrift maketh thee
I ‘Wbolﬁ’d
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whole.  Arife, and make thy bed.  And be
arofe immediately,

I might refer alfo to A&siin 6. iv. 10
12. But I forbear.

However, I thall add a few other texts,
from the Epiftles, which I think are to the
prefent purpofe, and may deferve to be con-
fidered.

- Rom. xit. 3. For I fay, through the grace
rven to me, to every man that is among you

— — fo think foberly, according as God bas

dealt to every man the neafure of faith.

Ver. 6. Having then gifts, differing ac-
cording to the grace that is given to us.

Eph. iii. 6. 7. That the Gentiles Should
be fellow-beirs . . . and partakers of his pro-
mife in Chrifl, by the gofpel: whereof I was
made & minifter, according to the gift of the
grace of God given unto me, by the eflectual
working of bis power,

Eph. iv. 7. But unfo every one of us is
given grace, according fo the meafure of the

zjf of Chrift .. ver. 11. 12. And He gave
fome  _Apofties, and fome  Prophets, and /mze
Evangelifis, and fome Paflours and Teachers,
Jor the perfeiting the [aints, for the work of
the minifiry, for the edifying of the body of
Chrift.

1. Pet. iv, 10. 11, As every man bath re-
ceived the gift, even [o minifler the fame one
to another, as good flewards of the manifold

grase
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grace of God. If any man [peak, let bhim
/f eak as the oracles of God: if any man nii-
nifler, let bim do it, as of the ability, which
God givech: that God in all things may be
glors od thro ugh Fefus (/h/’ To wham be
mm/e and a’m vinion, for ever and ever,
Amen.

And 1. Cor. xil. 6. St Paul fays: There
are diverfitics of o/)er/zfzons out it is the
SJume God, bich worketh all in all.  And at
ver. 28, God bath fit fome in the Church,
Jift - Apofiles, fecondarily Prophets, thirdly
Teachers, after that miracles . . .

All whxch feems to fhew, that by zbe
Spirit is to be underftood that fpecial influ-
ence, which, in different meafures and pro-
portions, God vouchfafes to men through
Jefus Chrift, for their own comfort and ef-
tablithment, and for f{preading the great
truths of religion in the world.

Luke xxiv. 4g. And bebold, I fend the
promife of my Father upon you. But tarry ye
in the city of Ferufalem, untill ye be endowed
with power from on bigh.

This power, this divine influence, this ef-
fufion of knowledge, and other fpiritual
gifts, our Lord calls the Comforter, or the
Advocate, wapaxiyros, as thereby their
caufe would be pleaded with men, and they
would be juftified in their preaching boldly
in the name of Jefus Chrift. ,

I2 This
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This gift, this divine influence, he calis
allo the Spirit of truth, becaufe by that
wonderful influence on their minds the Apo-
ttles would be led into the knowledge of all
the truths of the gofpel, and would be
enabled to teach them to others with per-
{picuity.

And our Lord fpeaks of the Spirit’s &ring-
ing to their remembrance the things, which
he had faid, and of his receiving of bis, and
fhewing it unto them : becaufe by this mira-
culous influence upon their minds, ‘thofe
prejudices would be removed, Whlch had
obftruGted their clear dlfcemment of what
Chrift had faid unto them, while he was
with them.

There are other texts, from which objec-
tions may be raifed. But they may be as
well confidered in the next feGtion. And 1
think, that will be the fhorteflt method.

SECT. Il
Texts ex LULCijg ib€72a 557‘778 6’7)27,

xi. 13. know bow to give good

gifts unto your children :
bow much more fhall your beavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that afk him? Which
is parallel with Matt. vii. 11. If ye then, be-
ing evil, know bow to give good gifts to your
children : bow much more fball your Father,
which is in keaven, give good things to them
that

plained.
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that afke bim? Whereby we may perceive,
that by the Holy Spirit is meant any gocd
thing, conducive to our real happinefs. And
we are induced, to recolle@t here what St
Fames fays. 1. 5. If any man lack «wifdom,
let bim afé of God, who giveth to all men Ji-
berally, and upbraideth not.  And it fhall be
grven fo him. And fee ver. 17.

2. Matt. iv, 1. Then was Fefusled up of the
Spirit into the wildernefs, to be tempted of the
devil. Mark 1. 12. And immediately the
szrzt driveth bim into the wildernefs. Luke
. 1. And Fefus being full of 1he Holy Ghoft,
returned from Sfordan, and was led by the Spi-
it into the wildernefs.

The coherence will lead us into the true
meaning of thefe words. Qur bleflfed Lord
had juft been baptifed, and the Holy Ghoft
defcended from heaven, and abode upon
him. At the fame time he was folemnly
inaugurated, and pubiicly declared, to be
the Mefliah. There came a voice from
heaven, faying: This is my beloved Son, in
whom T am well pleafed.  Now therefore
was fulfilled the prophecy in Ifl xi. 7. 2.
And there fball come forth a rod out of the
frem of effe... And the Spirit of the Lord
Shall reft upon bzm the [pirit of wifdom and
underflanding, the [pirit of counfel and might.

. By that divine and extraordinary wif-
dorn, our Lord was dire&ed, and influenced,
to retire into the wildernefs, And having

I3 been
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been there tempted of Satan, and having
vanquithed him, as St Lwke fays, ch. v,

14. 5. fefus returned in t/r fower of the
M:/zz‘, into Galilee, fully qz fed for the
- A ]

difcharge of his lngh office, Lith fer teach-
xx.g his excellent dodtrine, and for confirming
it by miracles. And there went out a fame of
bim through all the regions round about. And
be taught in their fynagogucs, being glorificd
of all. So our Lord faid to his di’.CxP es,
as recorded Alsi. 8. Y& fhall receive power,
after that rhe Hely Ghof? ts come upon you,
Or, as it is 1n the m"ngm of fome of our
bzbies : Yo /7751// receive the power of the
Foly Ghoft coming upon you.

3. Matt. xit. 31, Where ofore I fay wnto
you : Al manner of fin and b/a/p/ emy fhall be
jorgzwn unto men. But the blajplemy againf?
the F {y Ghoft fLall not be forgrven unto men.
And fee ver. 32, Compare alfo Mark i
and Luke =i,

Dr #all, who vpon Johnxvi. 13. p. 113,
aflerts the perfonality of the Spirit, explains
this text of St Mazthew after this manner.
p. 15. ““ A man that fees plainly the effeéts
of a prefent {upernatural power, which, he
moft be convinced 1In co*}fcimce, is the fin-

ger, or {piric, or immediate miraculous
power of God: (wv}xch 15 that, which 1s
here called the Holy L;/zrz or Holy Ghoft:)
ang yet wiil maumouﬂy upheme, or [peak
plalphemous words againil it: that it is the

devil,
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devil, or that the devil helps the man that
does it : fuch an one blafphemes God him-
felf, f(hewing himfelf, or his miraculous
power at that time from heaven.”

“ In Luke x1, 20. What is here called
the Holy Ghofl, is there called zde finger of
God. And fo the Egyptian Maglcxans when
convinced, called it. Ex. viil. 19/

Afterwards, in the fame note, at p. 16.
he fays: ¢ In Ats ii. 13. there was a mi-
raculous power of God, enabling the Apo-
{tles to fpeak with tongues. Some, who
did not conceive it to be any fprrzf, or mira-
culous power, mocked at it. Thefe were
not denounced to be in any unpardonable
ftate.”

Nothing more needs to be faid for the
explication of that text in St Matthew, and
the parallel places in the other gofpels.

4. Matt. xxviii, 19. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghoft. < That is, go ye therefore
into all the world, and teach, or difciple all
nations, baptifing them into the profeffion
of faith in, and an obligation to obey, the
do&@rine taught by Chrift, with authority
from God the Father, and confirmed by
the Holy Ghoft.” [9]
[9] ¢ Baptizing them with water, in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Glm/?
I4 that
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By the Holy Ghoft, as 1 apprehend, we

are here to underfland the miracles of our
Saviour’s miniftry, and likewife the miracles
wrought by his Apofiles, and the {piritual
gifts beftowed upon the Apofties, and other
difciples of Jefus, and all believers in gene-
ral, foon after our Lord’s afcenfion, and all
the miraculous atteftations of the truth and
divine original of the doctrine taught by Je-
fus Chrift.

It is obfervable, that the baptifmal form,
which is in St Mazthew, never appears, in
thofe very words, either in the book of the
Ads, or in any of the Epiftles. But men
are required to be baptized in the name of
Chrift, or faid to have been baptized info
Chrift. That is, they made a profeffion of
faith in Jefus, as the Chrift, and acknow-
ledged their obligation to obey him, by being
baptized. A&s ii. 38. Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Fefus
Chrift. Ch.viii. 16, Only they were baptized

1

that is, receiving them to a profeflion of the belief of,
and an obligation to the pratife of that religion, which
God the Father has revealed and taught by the Son,
and confirmed and eftablifhed by the Holy Ghoft.”
Dr Clarke’s Paraphrafe.

¢ The true meaning is, baptizing into the profef-
fion of that doctrine, which is the mind and counfel of
God the Father, made known to mankind by the Son,
and confirmed by the mighty operations of the Holy
Ghott.”  Av. Fo. Burrcughs’s Two Difcourfes on po-
stive Inflizutions, p. 41. ' ' ’
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in the name of the Lord Jefus. See likewife
ver. 35 .. 38. Rom. vi. 3. Know ye net,
that [o many 0f us, as were wzpimed 110 :76’-
Sits Chrift, were /m tized into bis death?
Gal. iii. 27. For as many of you, as bave
been baptized into Chrift, bave put on C/J/fzﬂ

But though the form, which is in St
Maztthew, never appears elfewhere, the
thing intended thereby is always implied.
Nor could any be brought to make a pre-
feflion of faith in Jefus, as the Chrift, but
upon the fuppofition, that he had taaght in
the name, and with the auathority of God
the Father, and had proved his commifiton
by miraculous atteftations, which could not
be denied, nor gainfayed.

]ohn xvi. 7. Neverthelefs, 1 tel] you
the truth. It is expedient for you, that I go
away. For if Igo not away, the Comforter
will not come untoyou. Which agrees with
what our Lord fays John vii. 37 .. 39. and
with the Evangelift’s own remark : For rbe
Holy Ghoft was not yet given, becaufe that fe-
Jfus was not yet glorified.

The fitnefs and wifdom of deferring the
plentiful effufion of the Holy Ghoft for il-
luminating the Apoftles, and removing their

rejudices, and enabling them to teach the
do&rine of Chrift with per{picuity, and to
confirm it by wonderful works, muft be
apparent to all, who confider, what evidence
was thereby afforded to the truth of thffc:lr
tefti-
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teftimonie, concerning the refurretion and
afcenfion of Jefus,

Ver. 8. 9. 10. 11. And when be is come,
be will reprove, or convince the world af/z;z
and of righteonfnefs, and of ]H(/‘fé’iﬂé’?’f of Jir,
éemufe they believe not on me : of righteou/-
nefs, becaufe 1 go to the Father, and ye fec me
no more : of judgement, éecau/e the przme of
this world is judged.

If we recolleét the many texts, which
have been already alleged, and partxculal ly
what our Lord fays in John vii. 27 .
juft now taken notice of, we fhall ﬁnd no
great difficulty in underftanding this text.

And when be is come. It isnot to be hence
argued, that zbe Holy Gbe/? had never come
before, But hereby is meant a certain com-
ing, a plentifull effufion of the Holy Ghoft,
foretold by the Prophets, and by our Lord.

The Spirit had in former times come upon
Mofes, and the Prophets. For, as St Peser
{ays, 2. ep. 1. 21. Holy men of God [pake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghof.

And after a long withdrawing of the Spi-
rit of God, or Wlth holding extmordma:y
powers and gifts, from the ]ewifh people,
about the time of our Saviour’s nativity, we
fee divers inftances of the divine influence
and operation in Zacharie, father of Febu
the Baptit, and E/ifabeth, and Anna, and
Simeon, and then on Fobz the Baptift : who
endoubtedly taught, and preached, and

prophefyed
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prophefyed by the Holy Ghoft, though he
did no miracles. The Holy Spirit came
down alfo upon our Lord in a glorious man-
ner, and there were viible tokens of it:
whereby Fobn knew him to be the Mefliah,
the great perfon, who was to come. And
He had the Spirit awithout meefure. John iii,
34. The Holy Ghoft muft likewife have
been given, during the time of our Lord’s
abode on this earth, in a certain meafure,
upon feveral, particularly the twelve Apo-
files, and the feventy other Difciples, in order
to qualify them for the difcharge of the com-
miflion, which our Lord gave them for a
time, to go over the cities of Fudea, and
prepare men for him. And of the Seventy
it is expreflly faid, they returned again with
Jjoy, faying : Lord even the demons are /zzé—
jaﬂtausﬁvmgﬁtﬁyrame Luke x. 1

By the coming of the Holy Gloft, t mn, 1s
to be underftood, in this place, a general,
and plentifull effufion of {piritual gifts upon
the Apoftles themfelves, and upon other be-
lievers in the Lord Jefus, fuch as that re-
lated in the A&s: when the difciples, who
had followed the Lord in the time of his
miniftry, and ftill continued together, and
afterwards many others likewife, were ena-
bled on a fudden to fpeak in divers langua-
ges, which they had never learned, and to
pc.rfurm many great and extraordmary works
in the name of Jefus Chrift,

_Indced



124 The firft Pofifeript,

Indeed this coming of the Comforter, or
the Holy Ghoft, comprehends in it all man-
ner of fpiritual gifts: not only thofe juft
mentioned, but alfo a clear and diftin&
knowledge of divine things, even the truths
of the doltrine of Chrift, and the whole
fcheme of the gofpel-difpenfation : and pro-
phefying, or foretelling things to come, as
well as working miracles, and alfo readinefs
of {peech, and a becoming degree of cou-
rage and boldnefs in the mid{t of dangers,
and in the prefence of the greateft perfona-

es: qualifications, of which the difciples
had been hitherto very deftitute.

The feveral particulars, fin, righteoufnefs,
and judgement, of which the world would be
convinced by the plentifull effufion of the
Spirit, here fpoken of, need not to be dif-
tinctly explained. The fum is, that hereby
the progrefs of the gofpel would be fecured.
This large and general effufion of f{piritual
gifts would be a perfuafive and fatisfaGory
evidence of the refurre@ion and afcenfion of
Jefus, and that he was the promifed Meffiah,
throngh whom all nations of the earth were
to be blefled. Or, as Fobn the Baptift ex-
prefleth it s And 1 knew him not. But be
" phat fent me to baptize with water, the [ame
faid unto me : Upon whom thou /ba/t Sfee the
Spirit defcending, and remaining on him, the
Jame 15 ke, which baptizeth with the Holy

Ghoft,
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Ghofi.  And 1 faw, and bare record, that this
15 the Son of God. Johni. 33. 34.

And with great force, as well as propriety,
do the Apoftles fay to the Jewith Council,
as recorded, A&s v. 29..32. Then Peter,
and the [other| Apoftles faid : We ought to
obey God, rather than men. The God of our
Jfatbers raifed up Fefus, whom ye flew, and
banged on a tree. Him bath God exalted
with bis right band, t0 be a Prince, and a
Saviour, to give repentance to lfrael, and for-
givenefs of fins. And we are bis witneffes of
thefe things. And fo is alfo the Holy Ghoft,
whom God bas given to them that obey him :
¢ That is, fay thofe judicious Commenta-
tors, Lenfant and Beaufobre, [10] the mi-
raculous gifts, which Jefus had beftowed
upon his Apoftles, and which they conferred -
upon believers.”

6. AQs 1. 2... after that be through the
Holy Ghoft bad given commandments unto the
Apofiles, whom be bad chofen.

Or, as in the Syriac verfion, [11] after
that be bad given commandments to the Apo-

files,

[10] Le 8. Efprit.] Ce font les dons miiraculeux,
dont J. C. avoit revétus fes Apétres, et qu’ils conferoi~
ent aux fideles. A&t il 33. Vill. 15. 17.” Note fur les
Aéttes des Apétres. ch. v. ver. 32.

[11] A&. i. 2. Verba, dix wrfupatos ayiv, quae
plerique ad e’ws;?\ac'p.svog referunt, conftruxit Syrus cum
$Esaifaro ! quos [apoftolos] elegerat per Spiritum Sanc-
tum. . . « Ex mente Syti interpretis hoc dicit Lucas:

Chiftum
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fles, whom be bad mo/m by z‘LL Eoly °pzr1t
that is, by fpecial dircétion i.om heaven.
Which 1s very agreeable to what St Luke
writes ch. vi. 12. 13, And if came to pafs ir
thofe days, that he awent out tnio a meuntain
Zo pmy, and coniinued all 7./23,:z‘ n prayer to
God : or, inan oratory of Gad.  And when
1t was (z’m' be called unto him bis difciples.
And q/ “them be chofe twelve, whom alfy be
named /m'7/rs Indeed a right choice of

the Apoltles of Chrilt depenﬂcd vpon no
lefs than infinite wifldom. And when ano-
ther was to be added to the eleven, after the
apo(’tafv, and death of Fudas, they appointed
two, Fofeph called Barjnéas, and” Matthias.
A’nd they praved, and faid : Thou, Lord,
which /mowe/z‘ the hearts of all men, fhew,
whether of thefe two thou haft chofen. Als i,
23, 24.

. AQs v. 3. 4. Then Peter faid : Ana-
nias, why bas Satan ﬁ/lr’d thy beart, fo lye
unto the Hm, Ghofl, and to keep back part of
the price of the land 2 . . . Thou baft not lyed
unto men, but unto God . Then Peter faid
unto ber : [ Sapphira] How is 1ty that ye have
agreed togetber, to tempt the S/mzt of the
Lord?

They

Chriftum non ex fua voluntate apoftoios legifle, fed ex
nutu Patris, qui per Spiritum Sanétum tanto munere
dignos candidatos Filio demonftraveris. 7 D, Mi-
chaelis Gurae in Verfionem Syriacam AGuum Apoftolorum,

P
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They tempted the Spirit of the Lord.
They a&ed, as if they had doubted of the
divine omnifcience, like the Ifraelites in the
wildernefs, of whom it is faid Pf. Ixxviii.
18. 19. 20. And they tempted God in their
beart, by afking meat Sor their luff. They
Jaid : Can Gm’ 1‘1/ wifh a2 iable in the wilder-
nefsZ ... Can L geve oread alfs 2 Can be
provide ﬂtﬂ)jvr bis people 2 And as the Apo-
ftles were plainly ander an extraordinary di-
vine influence and direGion, when Ananias
and Sapphira cttempted to 1mpo(e upon
them by a falfe account, they were juftly
faid 70 /lye to God hxmfelf and not to men
only.

Athanafius, {peaking of this matter, fays :
““ So {12 that he who lied to the Holy
Spirit, lied unto God, who dwells in men
by his Spirit.  For where the Spirit of God
is, there is God. Asit isf{aid: Hereby know
we, that God dwelleth in us, becaufe be bas
given-us of bis Spirit.”” 1 John iv. 33,

Q. A&s viil. 18, 19. And when Simon
Saw, that through laying on of the Apofiles
bands the Holy Ghoff was given, be offered
them money, faying : Give me alfo this power,

that

[12] .Q.s"e o stut»'a‘u.suog 75 ayin m’vsupan, v e
s\LEuGaTo, T RATOIKIVTS ev acvepmro;q di 7% 'arvs,u.zx'roc
ZuTy. “Orrs yoip s 1o wiivma Bed, éxel i o fes
ds. x. A -Athan, De Incarnat. et contr. drian. n. 13-

p- 881. 4
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that on whomjoever I/ball lay bands, be may
receive the Holy Ghefl.

M Le Moine explains this text in his
treatife on miracles. p. 189. < And when be
faw, that through laying on of their hands,
ehe Holy Gosft, or the power of working
miracles, was given, he offered them money,
to have the fame power.”

So then, the Holy Ghofl, which was be-
frtowed upon believers by the Apoflles, was
the power of miracles, or an extraordinary
power, by which the believers might per-
form miraculous works.

9. A&s ix. 31. Then bad the churches reff
througbout all ;‘udm and Galilee, and Sa-
maria, and were edified. And fwalkmg in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy G/vaﬂ were mulfiplied.

What is here faid of #he churches does in
a great meafure co-incide with what we find
in ch.ii. 42. 43. and 46. 47.

.and in the comfort of the Holy Ghof.
Ev TH wepaxdoe T8 wyiv wyevuares, Which
might be rendred the patronage or aff, flance
of the Holy Ghoft : agreeable to what our
Lord had promifed the difciples, as recorded
John xiv. 16,
Thefe words therefore may be now para-
hrafed in this manner. ¢ Then had the
churches, in the feveral countreys here men-
tioned, peace and tranquillity, being freed
from the perfecution, with which they had
been
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been difturbed, and were more and more
confirmed in the faith, And continuing in
the devout worfhip of God, and in the
fteady and amiable pra&tife of virtue, and
likewife exercifing the miraculous gifts and
powers, with which they had been favou-
red, they were greatly encreafed with the
addition of numerous converts.”

Accordingly, there follows in the remaining
part of the chapter an account of Peter’s
paffing throughout divers places, and com-
ing, particularly, to Lydda, where he healed
Eneas, who had been long fick of the pal-
fie. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron
Jaw bim, recovered, and turned unto the
Lord. Afterwards Peter went to foppa,
where he raifed to life Tabitha, otherwile
named Dorcas. And it was known through-
out Foppa. And many believed in the Lord.

10. A&s xiil. 1..4. Now there were in
the church that is at Antioch certain prophets
and teachers, as Barnabas, and Simeon, that
is called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
Manaen, which bad been brought up with
Herod the Tetrarch, and Saul. As they
minifired to the Lord, and fafted, the Holy
Ghoft faid : Separate me Barnabas and Saul,
for the work awhereunto I bave called them.
And when they had fafted, and prayed, and
laid their bands on them, they [ent them
away, So they being [fent forth by the Holy

K Ghaft,
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Ghoft, departed unto Seleucia, and thence they
Jfailed to Cyprus.

« That is, whilft thofe prophets and
teachers were engaged with others in the
public worthip of God, it [13] was re-
vealed unto fome of them, that they fhould
fet apart Barnabas and Saul to a certain
work, for which God had defigned them.
Which they did with prayer, and fafting,
and laying on of their hands. And being
{fent forth by that fpecial appointment of
heaven, they went to Sefeucia, and thence
they failed to the ifland of Gyprus.”

This text, compared with others, may
caft light upon them, and be illuftrated by
them.

A&s xx. 22. 23. And now, bebold, 1 go
bound, in the [pirit to Ferufalem, not knotw-
ing the things that fball befall me there : fave
that the Ho/y Ghoft witneffeth in every city,
faying, that bonds and afflictions abide me.
That is, God had declared as much by the
mouth of Chriftian Prophets, in feveral ci-
ties, through which the Apoftle had already
pafled. Which is agreeable to what St
Luke fays more particularly in the account
of what happened at Cefarea. ch, xxi. 10. 11.
'And as we tarried there many days, there

came down from udea a certain propbet,
named

[13) ... dixit Spiritus Sanctus.] Per prophetas.
Grot. sn /o[
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named Agabus. And when be came unto us,
ke took Paul's girdle, and bound his own
bands and feet, and faid : Thus faith the
Holy Ghoft : So fhall the Fews at Ferufalem
bind the man that owns this girdle, and (hall
deliver bim into the bands of the Gentiles.

St. Paul {peaks of Timothie’s having been
ordained out of a regard to fome prophe-
cies concerning him, 1. Tim. i. 18. This
charge I commit unto thee, fon Timothie, ac-
cording to the propbecies, which went before
concerning thee, that thou by them mighteft
war a good warfare. And ch. iv. 14. Neg-
lect not the gift that is in thee, which was
given thee by prophecie, with the laying on of
the bands of the prefbytery.

There were prophets, who, when under
infpiration, had faid fome things to the ad-
vantage of Timothie: by which the Apo-
ftle had been encouraged to beftow upon
him eminent gifts, and to inftate him in an
important and ufeful office.

This enables us alfo to underftand what is
faid A&s xx. 28. Take heed to your[elves, and
to the whole flock, over which the Holy Ghoft
has made you overfeers. They had been made
Bithops by fome, who were infpired, or
who had been direed in their choice by
perfons {peaking with infpiration,

So Barnabas and Saul were fent out from
Antioch, according to prophecie, with an

important commiffion. But their defigna-
' K 2 tion
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tion may have been more exprefs and fcb
lemn, than that of the others, jult taken
notice of by us.

11. A&s xv. 28. For it feemed good unto

he Holy Ghofl, and to us, to lay upon you no

greater burthen, than tbeﬁ neceﬂarze things :
that is, [14] “ It has feemed good to us,
who have the Spirit of God, or are in-
{pired.”

12, Alts xix, . 6. And it came (o
pefs, that whilf? A’po//m was at Corinth,
Paul baving pafled through the upper coaft,
came to Epbefus.  And ﬁndmg certain dif-
ciples, be f[aid unto them : Have ye received
the Holy Ghoft, fince ye believed 2 And they
Jaid unto bim : We bave not [o much as beard,
whether there be any Holy Ghoff. And be
faid unto them : Unto what then were ye bap-
tized? And they [aid : Unto Jobi's baptifm.
Then faid Pau/ Yobn verily baptized with
the baptifin of repentance, [aying unto the
people, that tbey //bould believe on him awhich
Should come cfter him, that is, on Chrift Fe-
Sus.  When they beard that, they were baptifed
zn the name of the Lord efus. And when
Paul bad laid bis bands upon them, the Holy
Ghoft came upon them, and they [pake awith

tongues,

[14] Vifim ¢ft cnim Spiritui Sanéto, et ncbis.] 1d eft,
nobis per Spiritum San&um. & diw duow. Grot. in loc.

Adeo ut verborum fenfus efle videatur : Nobis qui
Spiritu Sanéto donati fumus, vifum eft, Limborch. in
At Apoft. po 152, jin,
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fongues, and prophefied. And all the men

awere about twelve.

In the preceding chapter ver. 24. 25. we
are informed of a Yew named Apollos, born
at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty
in the fcriptures, who came to Epbefus,
knowing only the baptifm of Fobn. This like-
wife was the cafe of the men here {poken of.
They were in Fudea, when Fobr preached,
or when he began to preach, and left it, be-
fore our Lord appeared publicly. Or elfe
they had been inftru&ted by Apollss, or fome
other fuch perfon, who was not fully ac-
quainted with the dotrine of Chrift, And
they knew nothing of the preaching of the
Apoftles, and other tranfactions at Ferufa-
lem, and in Fudea, after our Lord’s al-
cenfion,

Dr Wall's explication of ver. 2. Critical
Notes upon the N. T. p. 164. is thiss < We
bave not o much as beard, whether there be
any {uch powers, of prophefying, {peaking
with tongues, &c. granted to thofe that be-
lieve.” ‘

Which interpretation feems to me to be
very right. Thefe men did not know, or
bad not beard, that there was then any ge-
neral pouring out of the Holy Ghoft, in
which they could partake. They might
know, that a general effufion of extraordi-
nary gifts had been foretold by the prophets,
as the privilege of the days of the Mefliah,

K3 Bug
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But they had not beard, or been informed
by any, that fuch a thing was yet vouchfafed
to men : fo far were they from having re-
ceived it themfelves.

And I thould think, it muft appear evi-
dent to all, that in this paragraph, the Holy
Ghoff, where-ever mentioned, that is, in
Paul's queftion, in the an{fwer made by thefe
men, and in the Apoflle’s following a&tion,
denotes a power, a blefling, a privilege, and
not a perfon.

Miraculous gifts being then very common,
and generally beftowed upon thofe, who

profefled faith in Jefus Chrift, St Pawu/ meet-
mg with thefe men at pre[us afks them:
Hawve je received the Holy Ghoft, fince ye be-
licved? And they faid unto him: We have
not [o miuch as beard, that there is any Holy
Ghoft.  And when Paul bad laid bis hands
upon them, the Holy Ghoft came upon them,
and they [pake with tongues, and prophefied :
that is, when he laid his hands upon them,
they received miraculous powers, and imme-
diately fpake with tongues, and prophefied.

I thall place below, in the margin, the
obfervations of [15] Grotius, and | 16] Wit-

Sfius

(151 Si Spiritum SanStum accepiftis credentes 2} Spi-
vitus Sanéfus hic, et in fequentibus, ita ut Johannis vii.
34. funt dona ifta Ecclefiae Chriftianae refervata : quae
Paulus haud dubium quin pluribus vocibus defcripferit.

Sed rneque fi Spiritus Sanéfus ¢ft, audivimus.] Non
audivimus dari nunc talia dona. Grot. ad A, xix. 2.

[16] Quos interrogat, ecquid Spiritum Sanitum ac-
cepiffent,
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Afus upon this text, who f{peak to the fame
purpofe, or not very differently, |

13. Rom. xiv. 17. For the kingdom of
God is not meat and drink, but righteoufnefs,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghofl.

The laft claufe, which fhould now be ex-
plained by me, has been differently under-
ftood. Whitby, in his Annotations, fays,
“ it fignifies an inward joy, arifing from the
confolations of the Holy Ghoft.” And Le
Clerc, “ The inward fatisfaGion, which we
enjoy, when we live according to the fpirit
of the gofpel.” Mr Locke, < joy in the
gifts and benefits of the Holy Ghoft under

the Gofpcl.”
But Grotius hereby underftands [17] “a
care and concern to exhilarate others, by the
K 4 gifts

cepiffent, pofiquam crediderunt. 1lli vero negant, audi-
vifle fe, fitne Spiritus Sanétus. Refpondent ex cate-
chefi majorum, qud edo&ti erant, a morte Ezrae,
Haggaei, Zachariae, et Malachiae, Spiritum San&um
ab Ifraelitis efle ablatum. Porro, reftitutum efle, ne-
gant {ibi compertum. Palam eft, non de perfona Spi-
ritus S. fed de fingularibus et vifibilibus illius donis
utrimque fermonem effe. #itf. De Vita Pauli Seft.
viit. p. 107.

[17] Cura exhilarandi alios per dona Spiritus San&i,
non autem eos irritandi, quod modo dixit Aumiiy.
Grot. in loc.

Limborch, in his Commentarie upon the epiftle to
the Romans, largely aflerts the fame fenfe. Beaufobre
likewife, in a few words, finely illuftrates the text,
after this interpretation. I would alfo refer to Mr Fo-
[feph Morris’s Sermons, publithed in 1743. particularly
his fermons upon 1. Thefl. 'v. 16, Rejoyce evermare.
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gifts of the Spirit.” And confiders it as
oppofed to the grieving, offending, pro-
voking, our brother, fpoken of, and cau-
tioned againft at ver, 15.

“That this is the Apoftle’s intention, ap-
pears, I think, from the whole argument in
this chapter, and in the begining of the
next, and particularly from the neareft con-
text, both before and after. Peace is not in-
ward quiet of mind, but peaceablenefs, a
love and ftudy of peace, and doing all in
our power to fecure and promote it. Nor
does ‘the Apofile {peak of the joy, which
we poffefs ourfelves, but of that, which we
ought to give to others. So likewife Gal.
v. 22, The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
prace, long-fuffering.  Where joy is joyned
with other virtues and duties toward our
neighbour,  And cannot mean the fatisfac-
tion, which we feel ourfelves, but the fatif-
faction, which we procure to others,

St Paul then here fays: ¢ The kingdom
of God does not confift in fuch things, as
meat and drink, but in the practife of righ-
teoufnefs, in a love and ftudy of peace, and
care to pleafe and edify our brother by a
mild and condefcending behaviour, and dif-
courfes fuited to his capacity, according to
the doltrine of the gofpel, confirmed by
mighty works, and many miraculous gifts
and powers beftowed upon believers in ge-
neral.””  Therefore he offers that earneft
prayer. ch. xv. 5. Now the God of paticnce

and
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and confolation grant you to be like-minded
according to Chrift fefius, That is, accord-
ing to the will, and command of Chrift.

14. In the twelfth chapter of the firft
epiftle to the Corinthians the Apoftle has a
long argument about fpiritual gifts, or fpi-
ritual perfons, as fome underftand the ex-
prcﬁion in ver, 1. ITegs d¢ 7oy wvsu[uaﬂm;u.
Here, undoubtedly, are fome perfonalizing
expreflions. As ver. 11. But all thefe work-
eth that one and the felf-fame Spirit, dividing
to every one feverally, as he will, But then
there are other expreflions, by which he
thews, that by zbe Spirit he means a blef-
fing, a gift, a power,

Ver, 7. But the manifeflation of the Spirit
is given every man to profit withall: ¢ That
is, but the plentiful effufion of fpiritual
gifts, with which the Church of God is
now favored, is defigned for general good.
And every one is to exercife his own parti-
cular gift in the way moft conducive to the
advantage of his brethren in Chrift.”

And ver. 13. For by one Spirit, are we
all baptized into one body, whether we be

ews or Gentils, whether we be bond or free.
And bave been all made to drink into one
Spirit. So we tranflate the words. But I
fuppofe, they might be better rendred in
this manner. [18] For we bave all been
' baptized

[18] Kai ywp b & mibvpars npiss wavres big &
Fw‘l&“
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baptized with ome [19] Spirit, that we
might be one body, whether we be fews, or
Gentils, whether we be bond or free, and we
bave been all made to drink into one- Spirit,
All believers in Jefus Chrift, of every nation
and people, of every rank and condition,
had received the like or felf-fame fpiritual
gifts, that they might reckon themfelves to
be, and behave as one body : being all
united together in love and friendfhip, in
communion and worfhip. Moreover in the
fame context the Apoftle fays, ver. 6. And
there are diverfities of operations: but it is
the fame God, which worketh all in all. And
ver. 28. And God bath fet fome in the church,
Sirft Apoftles, [econdarily Prophets, tbzrdly
Teachers, after that Miracles, then gifts of
Healing, Helps, Governments, Diverfities of
Tongues.

Many interpreters have fuppofed, that in
the phrafe, and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit, the Apoftle alludes to the
euchariftical cup. But I do not perceive
any good ground for it. I think, the Apo-
ftle carries on the fame allufion., Men were

baptized with water. Receiving the Spirit
. in

’ \ U » [A) ~ b
u'(ap.a fcaﬂ‘rlﬂ'aﬂ‘uﬂﬁ « XX$ WARVTES €45 EV UVEU{J@ EwWo~

7ichnpmer.
[19] Matt. iii. 11. 7 mdeed baptize you with water

But be that cometh after me fhall bapt:ze you with
ibe Holy Ghoft, and with fire. ’Avros suas Bamrives iy
TYUARTI YW, X&1 TP
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in a plentiful effufion is called being baptized
with the Spirit. And the Spirit is compared
to water. John vii. 37 ...39. And fee
If. xliv. 3. Joel. ii. 18. and elfewhere. I
think, the Apoftle compares the Spirit, or
the plentifull effufion of fpiritual powers
and gifts, {uch as the Church of Chrift was
then favored with, to a fountain, or river.
We have all drunk at, and been refrefthed
out of the fame fountain. ‘

The Syriac verfion of the laft claufe of
this verfe is : And we Fbave all drunk-in one
Spirz¢.  Et omnes nos unum Spiritum im-
bibimus. The Latin verfion may be alfo
obferved: Et omnes in uno Spiritu potati
fumus.

15. I may take this opportunity, to con-
fider the difficult words of the third verfe of
this chapter. Wherefore I give you to under-
Jland, “that no man fpeaking by the Spirit of
God, calleth Tfefus accurfed, or anathema:
and that no man can fay, that Tfefus is the
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoff. ¢ That is,
you may beaffured, that man is not infpired,
whatever pretenfes he may make, who pro-
nounces Jefus accurfed. Nor can any man
profefs faith in Jefus, as the Chrift and
Lord of all, under God the Father, and
recommend that faith to others, unlefs he
has been himfelf made partaker of miracu-
lous powers and gifts, or feen miraculous

works performed by others in the name of
' ~ Jefus.””
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Jefus.” St Fobn fpeaks to the like pur-
pofe. 1.ep.iv. I.

16, 2. Cor. lii, 17 18. Now the Lord is
that Spirit. And where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liber ty. But we all with
open_face bebolding as in a glafs the glory of
tbe Lord, are changed into the fame image
Jrom glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord, Or, asothers choofe to render it,
by the Lord the Sprit.  However, in both
1s the fame fenfe.

Dr Whitby will aflift us in explaining thefe
words. For in his Annotations upon ver. 7
... 11, of this chapter, he fays: ¢ The
Glory of God, or of the Lord, in the Old
Teﬁament, imports a bright light, or flame
included in a cloud, ftiled the Cloud of Glory.
And becaufe this, whenever it appeared, was
a {ymbol of God’s glorious prefence, it is
ftiled by the Jews Schechinab, the Habita-
tion. See Ex. xvi. 7. 710, %1, 34. This
glory, faith the Author of Cofri, is the di-
vine light, which God wvouchfafeth to bis
people. By the Schechinab, {ays Elias, we
underftand the Holy Spirit. As it is evident
they do, in thefe fayings: The Schechinab
will not dwell with Jorrowfull or melancholy
men.  The Schechinab will only dwell with
a firong, rich, wife, and bumble man. The
Schechinab dwells with the meek. And the
like.”

We
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We fhould now obferve the neareft con-
text, from ver, 12. Secing then that we
bawe fuch hope, or fuch confidence, and well-
grounded aflurance, we, the Apoftles of
Chrift, ufe great plainnefs of fpeech, boldly
preaching the pure gofpel of Chrift, without
recommending to men the rituals of the
law, ver. 13. And not as Mofes, who put a
vail over his face. .. ver. 14. For untill this
day remaineth the vail untaken away, in the
reading of the Old Teflament. Which wail
1s done away in Chriff. 1g. But even unto
this day, when Mofes is read, the vail is up-
on their bearts. 16, Neverthelefs, when it
Sfhall turn unto the Lord, the wvail fhall be
taken away. 17. Now the Lord is that Spi-
rit, and wbere the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.

Here is throughout an allufion to the hif-
tory of Mofes, after his receiving from God,
the fecond time, the two tables of the law
in the mount.

Ex. xxxiv. 29...34. And it came fto
pafs, when Mofes came down from mount Si-
nat .. . that Mofes wift not, that the fkin of
bis face fhone ... And when Aaron, and all
the children of Ifrael, faw Mofes, bebold the
Skin of bis face flone. And they were afraid
to come nigh him. And Mofes called unto
him. And Aaron, and all the rulers of the
congregation returned unto bim. And Mofes
talked with them. Afterwards all the children

1 ’ . of
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of Ifrael came nigh.. ... And till Mofes bhad
done [peaking unto them, be put a vail on bis
face.  But when Mofes went before the Lord,
2o fpeak with bim, be fook the wvail off, until
be came out.

That is what the Apoftle alludes to, when
he fays, ver. 16. 17. Neverthelefs, when it
Sfhall turn to the Lord, that is, when the
Jews fhall come to Chrift, and believe in
him, the wvail fball be taken away. For
Mofes, when he went in, to appear before
the Lord, took off the vail. Now the Lord
is that Spirit. The Lord Jefus is the glory
of God. And by coming to him, we are
as in the Divine prefence, and converfe with-
out a vail. Which is what is meant by thofe
words : And where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.

Then it follows in ver. 18. But we all
with open face, bebolding as in a glajs the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the jame
smage, from glory to glory, even as by the Spi-
rit of the Lord. ‘¢ But it isnot now with us,
as it was with the Ifraelites of old, who only
faw the face of Mofes through a vail, and
received no derivation of his glory upon
themfelves ; the brightnefs of it, having been
intercepted by the vail. No, it is not fo
with us. For now, we all, both Jews and
Gentils, who are followers of Jefus, and the
people of God, under the gofpel-difpenfa-
tion, with open, or unvailed, face, bebolding

as



The firfi Pofiferipe. 143
as in a mirrour the glory of the Lord, feeing
2 ftrong and lively impreffion of the divine
glory in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, and his
gofpel : and there being a bright, and clear,
and ftrong refulgence of that glory upon us,
we are changed into the [ame image from glory
toglory, as by the Spirit of the Lord : We
are transformed into the fame likenefs, which
is continually encreafing, and emproving,
And the impreffion, made upon us, is much
the fame, as if we were in the divine pre-
fence, and faw the glory of God, with
as near and full a manifeftation, as can be
admitted in the prefent ftate.”

17. 2. Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our
Lord Fefus Chrift, and the love of God, and
- the communion of the Holy Ghoft, be with
you all.  Amen.

The laft claufe may imply a with, that
thofe Chriftians might continue to partake
in miraculous gifts, and powers. But we
have obferved, that fometimes by the Spirit,
or Holy Spirit, may be underflood any good
things, conducive to mens real happinefs.
Compare Matt. vii. 11, with Luke xi. 13,
And fee Eph. i. 3. Prov. i. 23. In thisplace
therefore we may fuppofe to be hereby meant
a’participation of, and communion in all the
bleffings of the gofpel, and all other needful
good things.

18,
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18. Eph. ii. 22, In whom ye alfo are build-
ed for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.

Dr Feremiab Hunt fhall explain the text
for us. [20]

“ Tthink, fays he, there is an expreffion
made ufe of in refpeé’c to all believers in the
ficfk age. 2% are the babitation of God through
the Spirit. We, Chriftians, are the habi-
tation of God’s Shechinah, the people, a-
mong whom God dwells. He dwelt as a
polmcnl King with the Jews, by a fenfible
fymbol of his prefence. He dwelt with
Chriftian Sccieties, (when this do&rine was
firft planted,) by thofe extraordinary gifts of
the Spirit, Tkat is fpoken of, in fuch
terms, as are made ufe of, to exprefs God’s
inhabiting among the people of Ifrael. He
dwelt with the Jews in the tabernacle, and
the temple. He dwelt with Chrittians, in
the firft eftablithment of this religion, by
the extraordinary gifts, which he imparted
to the Apoftles, who were to found his dec-
trine, and to eftablith it. Thus far, you
fee, we are free from enthufiafm.”

2 I would farther obferve, Chrift pro-
mifeth thofe who believe in him, and keep
his commandments, that he would love them,

and

[20] See bis Sermon upon Communion with God: om
1. Fobni. 6. 7. Vol iii, p. 426. 427.
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and that lis Father would love them, and
that they would come, and make their abode
with them. John xiv. 21. 23, Thefe ex-
prefflions have bren ufed in a wrong fenfe by
enthufiafts.  But the phrafes are fcriptural,
and eafie to be underftcod. I will come, and
dwell wiih you. There 1s a reference to the
Schechinah; the divine glory. By the f{piri-
tual gifts, wmch the Father has given me
power to confer, I will induce you to be-
lieve in me,. You will then become rle
babitation of my Father. He will have com=
munion or fociety with you, by thofe gifts,
which he will enable me to impart, and by
which that do&rine fhall be confirmed; and
eftablithed.”

There are divers cother texts, where Chri-
flians are fpoken of as the temple of God
through the Spirit.  And in all of them
there is an allufion to the preience of God
among the Jewith people, and in the tem-
ple erzz/azﬂm

I) l Cor. iii. 16. t7. Know ye not, that
e are the temple of Go d, and that tbe szuf
f God dwelieth in you. If any man defile
1he femplr of God, bim fkall God defiroy.  For
the z‘empze of Guod is boly, which yeare.

2.} 1. Cor, vi. 19. What, kucw ye not,
that vour éoz{y is the temple of 1he Hely Glaft,

which ye have of God !

L 3)
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3.) 2. Cor. vi. 16. And what agreement
bath the temple of God with idols 2 For ye are
the temple of the living God : as God hath
Jaid i 1 will dwell in them, and walk in them :
and 1 will be their God, and they fball be my
people.  See Lev. xxvi. 11. 12,

I would obferve, that in the fecond of
thefe three texts the Apofile feems to fpeak
of the Spirit, as a gift : Which, fays he, ye
bave of God. Grotius fays, that the Holy
Ghoft here is the fame as the Schechinah, I
fhall place his note below. [21]

And upon the third, the laft cited text,
ye are the temple of the living God, he fays :
* Where [22] God dwells, thereis a tem-

ple.

f21] Spiritus Sancus hic idem quod Schekinah,
Numen Divinum in templo. Totus homo templum
Dei, fupra iil. 16, 17. Sed adytum eft mens hominis :
animi ceterae partes bafilica templi : corpus vero porti-
cus, cum fubdialibus. Bene hunc locum explicat Ter-
tullianus hibro de Cultu Feminarum. Cum omnes tem-
plum fimus Dei, illato in nos et confecrato Spiritu Santto,
ejus templi aeditua et antiftita Pudicitia ¢ff, quae nibhi!
smmurdum ac profanum inferri finaty ne Deus ille, qu:
inhabitat, inguinatam fedem offenfus derelinquat.

“OF ¥xere dmo bex.] Spiritus ille a Deo eft multe
magis quam fplendor iile, qui apparebat interdum inter
Cherubincs.  Conftruétio eft Graeca, quae relativo
pronomini dat cafum praccedentem,  Grot in loc,

[22] Pos enim eftis templum Dei vivi.] Templum
eft, ubi Deus habitat. In piis habitat Deus per Spiri-
tum Sanétum. Sunt igitur templum Dei. Idem fen-
fus 1. Cor. iii. 17. et vi. 19. Nec fruftra addidit {wvrogy
guia dii gentium erant homines mostui.  Grot, in log,
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ple. God dwells in good men by his Spi-
rit,  They therefore are the temple of God.
Nor is it without reafon added /iving. For
the Gods of the Heathen were dead men.”

19. The commonnefs of fpiritual gifts,
and the ends and ufes of them, appear from
many texts,

1.) Eph. i. 13. In whom ye alfo trufled,
after that ye beard the word of truth, the
gofpel of your jalvation: in whom alfs after
that ye believed, ye were [ealed with that
Holy Spirit of promife : or, with that Holy
Spirit, which had been promifed.

Upon which text Mr. Locke remarks in
thefe words : «* The Holy Ghoft was nei-
ther promifed, nor given to the Heathens,
who were apoftates from God, and enemies,
but only to the people of God. And there~
fore the converted Ephefians having received
it, might be affured thereby, that they were
now the people of God, and might reft fa-
tisfied in this pledge of it.”

2.) Eph. it. 18. For through bim we both
have accefs by one Spirit unto the Fatber,
¢« For through him we are all encouraged
in our accefs to the Father, and are perfua-
ded of our acceptance with him : the like
miraculous gifts, which can come from
God only, having been beftowed equally
upon Jews and Gentiles.”

3.) Eph.iv. 30. And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whersby ye are fealed unto

o L 2 the
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the day of redemption : or rather, wherewith
ye were fealed in the day of redemption.

The miraculous gifts and powers beftowed
upon the Chriftian Chuarch, in it’s early
days, are enumerated in feveral places. Rom.
xil. 6 ..8. 1. Cor xil. 1..11. 28 .. 30.
xiil. 1. 2. xiv. Eph.iv. 11, 12. And fee
Eph. v. 18 .. 20, Col.iii. 16. 1. Thefl
v.19..21.

Thefe gifts and powers, beftowed upon
the Apoftles, and others, foon after our
Lord’s afcenfion, vindicated them, and juf-
tified their preaching in his name, and ena-
bled them to do it with fuccefs.

The pouring out of fuch gifts upon Cor-
nelius, and his company, in an extraordina-
rie manner, immediately from heaven, fati{-.
fied the Apoftles, that Gentils might be re-
ceived into the Church, as God’s people,
upon faith in Jefus Chrift, withouot taking
upon them the obfervation of the ritnals of
the law of Mofes, Alsx. 44..48. xi
15,18,

And gifts of the Spirit were beftowed up-
on many with the impofition of the hands
of the Apoltles. Which afforded great com-
fort to them [213], as it fatisfied them, that
they were received by God, as his people

and

[23] Sic et dona illa Dei, puta prophetiae, fanatio-
wrs, lnguae, ejectiones daemonum, certos reddebant
credentes, de paterna Deiin fe benevolentia,  Grot, in
£phdi a3
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and children.  This appears in feveral texts.
Some more of which fhall be here alleged.

4.) Rom.i. 11, For Ilong to fee you, that
I may impart unto you fome [piritual gift, to
the end you may be eftablifhed. Comp. xv. 29.

5.) Rom. v. 5. And hope maketh not
afhamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed
abroad in our bearts by the Holy Ghofl, which
15 rrzwn 2o us.

6 YRom.vill. 15 . .17. For ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry : Ab-
ba, Father. The Spirit itfelf beareth wit-
nefs with our [pirits, that we are the children
of God. And if children, then beirs, beirs
of God, and joynt beirs with Chrift. See al-
to ver. 23. And compare Gal. iv. 5..7.

7.) 1. Cor. vi. 11. And fuch were fome
of you. But ye are wafbed, but ye are fanc-
tified, but ye are juftified, in the name of our
Lord Fefus Cbrz/i and by the Spirit of our
God. < That is, ye have been cleanfed,
and fanified by the do@rine of Chrift, and
have been fully affured of your acceptance
with God, by the fpiritual gifts, conferred
upon you.”

8.) 2. Cor. 1. 21, 22. Now he which ef-
tablifbeth wus with you, in Chriff, and bas
anointed us, is God. Who bas alfo fealed us,
and given the earneft of bis Spirit in our
bearts.

9.) 2. Cor. xi. 4. For, if be that cometh
20 you preacheth another fefus, whom we

3 \ bave
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bawe not preached : or, if ye rveceive angtler
Spirst, which ye bave not weceived : or ano-
ther gofpel, which ye have not accopted, ye
might well bear with Pim.

By another Spirit the Apofile cannot mean
another intelligent agent: but moft mean
greater and more excellent fpiritual gifts,
than thofe, which had been imparted to the
Corinthians by himfelf. {24] Mr. Lecke’s
paraphrafe is in thefe words: ¢ Or, if you
have received from him (the intruder) other,
or greater gifts of the Spirit, than thofe you
have received from me.” See 1. Cor. xii.

10.) Gal. iii. 2. This only would I learn
of you. Received ye the Spirit by the works
of the law, or by the bearing of faith!
This is paraphrafed by Mr Locke after this
manner. ¢ This one thing I defire to know
of you. Did you receive the miraculous
gifts of the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the gofpel preached to you ¢”

11.) Ver, 5. He therefore that minifireth
to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among
sou, doth be it by the works of the law, or
by the bearing of faith? Here again Mr
i,oc/}e’s paraphrafe is this: *¢ The gifts of
the Holy Ghof} that have been conferred up-
on you, have they not been conferred upon

you

r24] ” m‘vsvp.a. z'repo" Aa/ACows-rs, o ¥x AdGere.
Aut i1 is vobis pottora dona Spiritus conferre potuit,
quam nos per manuum impofitionem vobis contulimus.
Groe. im loc.
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you as Chriftians, profefling faith in Jefus
Chrift, and not as obfervers of the law?
And hath not he, who has conveyed thefe
gifts to you, and done miracles among you, .
done it as a preacher and profeflor of the
gofpel ?”

By all which texts we fee, how common
fpiritual gifts were in the churches of Chrift.
St Paul, in Eph. i. 13. cited juft now, ufeth
the expreflion, zhat boly Spirit of prom:fe.
Our Lord’s own words are: And bebold, T
Jend the promife of my Father upon you.
‘Luke xxiv. 4. Again, He commanded
them, that they fhould not depart from fferu-
_ /ézlem, but wait for the promife of the Fa-
ther : which, [aid he, ye bave beard of me;
Ads i, 4. And fee ii. 33

Indeed the promife of the Spirit was
made to all believers in general, and not to
Apoftles only : though to them efpecially,
and in a greater meafure, than to others.
The promife of the Spirit is delivered by Je-
fus himfelf, by his fore-runner, and by the
ancient Prophets, as the great blefling of the
evangelical difpenfation, or the privilege of
the times of the Mefiiah.

Says our Lord’s fore-runner, I baptize

ou with water. .. He fball baptize with the

Holy Ghoft, and with fire. Matt, iii. 11,
- Comp. AGts i, 5. xi. 16. Our Lord fays John
vii, 38, 39. He that belicveth on me, as the

L 4 Scripture
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Scrz])tu, e hath faid, out of bis oelly flall flow
rivers of lving water ... And, adds the
Evengeiifl : This he Jpake of the Spirit,
qwihich 100y that believe on bim fhould receive,
And Mark gvi. 17. 18, Thefe figns /Ld//
Jollow them that believe. In wiy name fhall
they caft out demons. They fball [peak with
new tongues. They fhall take up ferpents.
And if I/ye) drink any deadly thing, it fhall
not burt them. They fLall lay bands on the
fick, and they fball recover. For the pro-
mifes of ‘the old Teflament," I need now
refer only to AGs 11. 16.. 13, And St
Feter, direQing and comforting thofe who
were much affeCed with his firft difcourfe
after ChrifY’s afcenfion, faid unto them : Re-
pent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Fcfus Chrift, jor the remifion of
Sfins.  dnd ye fball receive the gift of the
Holy Ghofi.  For the promife is 70 yeu, and
to your children, and to ali that are afar off,
ever as many, as the Lord our God fhall call,
1, 38. 39: Amm i And we are bis awitneffes
of thfe z’hz/zgs And fo alfo is the Holy
Ghoft, which God bas given to them that obey
bim, v. 32,

20. 1 fhall bhere put together fome of
thofe texts, which contain exhortations to
fuch as were partakers of the Holy Ghoft,
or had been favored with fpiritval gifts,

1.) Epb.iv. 30. And grieve not the Holy
Epirit of God, whereby ye are fealed unto the
' day
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day of redemption.  Or, with which ye were
Jealed in the day of redemptzon This text
was quoted before, upon another account.

Here may be a reference to If. 1xiil. 10,
By the Spirit of God the Apofile means
thole powers and gifts, with which thofe
Chriftians had been fealed : and by which
they miglit be known, both to themfelves
and others, to be the people of God. See
Eph. i, 13. 14. In the preceding and fol-
lowing verfes the Apoftle cautions the Epbe-
Jrans to avoid every thing, by which God
might be offended, and provoked to withold
his grac‘ousmﬂuenccs or to withdraw from
them the gifts, that had been beftowed upon
them. Let zo corrupt communication proceed
out of your meuth . .. Let all bitternefs, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-
Jpeaking, be put away from you, with all ma-
lice.

2.) Eph. v. 18. 19. And be not drunk
awith wine, wherein is excefs: but be filled
with the szrzt [peaking to your[elves in plalms,
and bymns, and [piritual fongs, finging, and
making melodie in your beart to the Lord.
¢ That is, be careful not to be drunk with
wine, in which men are too liable to ex-
ceed. But, when you are difpofed to be
chearful, gratify and entertain yourfelves
and others, with a free exercife of the {pi-
ritual gifts, wherewith God has bleflfed you.”
Comp, Col. iv. 16.

3)
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) 1. Thefl, v. 19 .. 22. Quench not the
Spirit.  Defpife not prophefyings. Prove all
things. Hold fafl that which is good. Ab-
Sflain from all appearance of evil.

“ Quench not, nor damp the fpiritual
gifts, with which you have been favored,
either by a negle® of any of them, or by
an irregular exercife of them, or by the in-
dulgence of any fin. And efpecially, do
not defpife, but cherifh, and highly cfteem
the gift of prophefying, or fpeaking by in-
fpiration for the inftrution and edification
of the church, And be {ure, that you take
heed to, and examine what is propofed to
you in your public aflemblies. Embrace
whatever is right and good, and reje& every
thing that is evil.”

The comment of Grotius upon thofe
words, Quench not the Spirit, isto this pur-
pofe. [25] By the Spirit are meant the
gifts of healing, and of tongues, which are
fitly compared to fire. And therefore may

be faid to be firred up, as in 2. Tim. i. 6,
and

[25] T0 woivpe pn aCéwvre.]  Spiritus hic funt do-
na fanationum et linguarum, quae ficut in ignis forma
data erant, ita igni reCte comparantur, ac proinde di-
cuntur, et fufcitari. 2. Tim. 1. 6. et contra ex/fingu:.
Sufcitantur precibus, gratiarum a&ione, ac perpetuo
ftudio pietatis. Ex/finguuntur per contraria. Nam in
Novo Teftamento, maxime poft conftitutas ecclefias,
Deus illa dona non vult dare aut fervare, nifi credenti-
lgu;, et pie viventibus, Vide Marc, xvi. 17. Gret.
in loc.
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and on the other hand to be ex/linguifbed.
They are flirred up by prayer, giving of
thanks, and a continued regular pradtife of
piety. And are ex/i/ngm//oed by the con-
trarie. For God, under the evangelical dif-
penfation, does not vouchfafe, or at left
continue thofe gifts to any but fuch as be-
lieve, and live pioufly. See Mark xvi. 17.”

And 7Polfius {ays, that [26] by the Spirit,
undoubtedly, are meant gifts of the Spirit,
who is fometimes compared to fire, as 2.
Tim. i. 6.

The Apoftle having delivered that direc-
tion, Quench not the Spirit, relating to [pi-
ritual gifts in general, adds a particular cau-
tion, defpife not prophefyings, becaufe, though
it was the moft ufeful, and valuable gift of
all, fome, as it feems, were apt to prefer
[fpeaking with tongues, as a more fhewy gift.
This may be colleéted from what he writes
2. Cor. xiv. And fee particularly ver. 39.

Abfain from all appearance of evil. Many
underftand this to be a diretion, relating to
practife in life, agreeably to our verfion:
that Chriftians thould not only abftain from
what is really, and manifeftly evil, but alfo

from every thing that has but the appearance
of

[26] Quod ad rem fpectar, 70 wituwa omnia funt
dona Spiritus S. qui cum igne folet comparan, quo
fenfu Paulus 2. Tim. i. 6. avaluwmupin 1o dpiopa Bcd
jubet. #olf. Curae.in 1. Th. v. 19.
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of beingevil. And fo Grotius under(tood this
claufe [27]. But to me it feems, that this laft
claufe is to be underftood, in connection with
the former part, prove all things : and that
it is intended to diret the right exercife of
the judgement. Chriftians fhould examine
all things propofed to them, embracing what
is right, and rejetting every thing that is
wrong. So this exhortation was underftood
by Pelagius [28]. And Grotius himfelf in-
terprets the former expreflions, prove all
things, and bold faft that which is good, in
the like manner. {29]

4.) 1. Tim, iv. 14, Neglect not the gift
that is in thee, which was given thee by pro-
phecie, with the laying on of the bands of
the prefbytery.

5.) 2. Tim, i. 6, Wherefore I put thee in
remembrance, that thou [lr wup the gift of

od,

[27] ’Amo wavrss {idss woumps ciméere.] Chriftiani
non a rebus malis tantum, fed ab iis, quae fpeciem ha-
bent mali, abftinere debent. Exemplum vide 1. Cor. viii.
10. Grot. in 1. Thef]. v. 22.

[28] Tantum, ut probetis, fi Legi non funt con-
traria, quae dicuntur: fi quid tale fuerit, refutate. Pe-
lag. in 1. Thefl. v. 21. 22. Ap. Hieron. Opp. T. v. p.
1032.

[29] Havra J‘om[u.oc'gou-rsg, 10 xahoy xatéyere,
Hoc pertinet ad Jiaxpizsis véupdrwy. 1. Cor. xii. xiv.
Sic 1. Joh. v 1. onfpaf&rs T TUVEVURTE o o » Ergo
wavra, omnia, hic reftringendum ex antecedente ad ca
quae dicuntur ab cis, qui fe Prophetas di&titant. Grot,
ad ver. 21. '
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God, which is in thee by the putting on of my
hands.

I take no notice of any other texts of this
kind. But it 1s well known, that the twelfth
and fourteenth chapters of the firft epiftle to
the Corznthians contain many direions for
regulating the exercife of {piritual gifts, with
which that church abounded. It is fufficient
tor me to refer to them. There are like-
wile in other epiftles of the New Teftament
divers exhortations to Chriftians in regard to
the gifts, with which they were favored :
as Rom. xii. 7...8. 1. Pet. v, 10. 11.

21. 1. Thefl. i, 5. For our gofpel came
not unto you in word only, but alfo in power,
and in the Holy Ghoft, and in much affurance
.« . 6. And ye became followers of us, and of
the Lord, baving received the word in much
affliétion, with joy of the Holy Ghoft.

The explication of this text thall be taken
fron» Dr Benfon’s Paraphrafe on the epiftle.
““ In as much as the gofpel, preached by us,
did not come unto you in word only : but
was accompanied alfo with a miraculous
power, and with our imparting unto you
the Holy Spirit, and with full and abundant
convi&ion to your minds.”

.. And we can bear witnefs to your
amiable behaviour, For you became imita-
tors of us, and of the Lord Jefus Chrift:
in that you fteadily adhered to the truth,
amidft great difficulties and difcourageme?ts,

arter
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after you had received the gofpel, in muck
affliticn, with the joy, which arifeth from
your having the Holy Spirit.” The fame
learned writer, in his note upon the fifth
verfe, fays: “ By power I underftand the
power of working miracles, exerted by the
Apoftle, or his Affiftants.  And by zbe Holy
Ghoft, or Holy Spirit, 1underftand the gift
of the Spirit, as imparted to the Thejals-
nians.”

22. Hebr.ix. 14. How much wmore [hall
the bloud of Chrift, who through the eternal
Spirit offered bimfelf without [pot to God,
purge your confcience from dead works, fo
ferve the living God 2

Dr Whitby, in his Annotations upon Hebr.
v. §. fays, that Chrift was by his death con-
fecrated to his priefthood, and dates the
commencement of our Lord’s priefthood at
his refurre¢tion. This fentiment has been
much emproved by thelate Mr Thomas Moore
in his Difcourfe concerning the Priefthood
of Chrilt. I may refer to one place parti-
cularly, where he fays, < The time, when
Jefus was cailed to, and invefted with the
order of pricfthood, was at his refurrection
from the dead.” Which he argues from
Hebr. v. 10. compared with Acts xii, 33.
See him p. 11. 12. 13.

That may be the key to this text. Howe-
ver, there are fome other interpreters, who
have well explained it, as we fhall {ee pre-

fently,
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fently, though they have not fo diftin&ly
fettled the date of Chrift’s priefthood.

How much more fhall the bloud of Chriff,
whe through the eternal Spirit offered bimfelf
without [pot to God, purge your confcience. .2

When our Lord offered himfelf to God,
or prefented himfelf before God, he was
rifen from the dead, and had obtained ever-
lafting life, to dye no more, as St Paul {ays
Rom. vi. g. 10. And in Pf. cx. 4. the only
place in the Oid Teftament, where Chrift’s
priefthood is fpoken of, it is faid : The Lord
bas fworn, and will not repent : Thou art a
prieft for ever, after the order of Melchife-
dec. This the writer of the epifle to the
Hebrews often obferves, and infifts much
upon. As Hebr, vii. 21, where the text
of that Plalm is quoted, fee alfo ver. 11.
And at ver, 24. 25. But this man, becaufe
he continneth ever, bath an unchangeable
priefthood.  Wherefore be is able alfo to fave
them to the uttermoft, that come unto God by
bim : feeing be ever [iveth to make interceffion
for them. And ver. 15. 16, of the fame
chapter: For that after the fimilitude of Mel-
chifedec there arifeth another prieft, awho is
made, not after the law of a carnal command-
ment, but after the power of an endlefs life,
And ch. v. 9. dnd being made perfect, be
became the author of eternal falvation to them
that obey bim. And ver. r2. of this ch. ix.
juft before the text, which we are now con-

{idering,
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fidering, he fpeaks of Chriit's baving 06
tained eternal redemption for us. and ver. 15,
—that they which are called might recerve
the promife of eternal inberitance. And i
1. Cor xv. 45, the laff Adam, meaning the
Lord Jefus, is faid to be a quickening Spirit.

The meaning of this text therefore {feems
to be this : ¢ That Chrift being now entred
into beaven itfelf. ix. 24. thatis, the true
Holy of Holies, by his own never dying
{pirit, or by the power of an endlefs life, vii.
16. he offered himfelf to God, or prefented
himfelf before God, having been innocent,
and unfpotted in his whole life on earih, and
being now made perfelt, and bigher than the
beavens.” Ch. v, g, and vii. 26. 28.

Which is very agreeable to the annota-
ticns of Grotius upon this verfe. [ 30]

There

[30] Oblatio autem Chrifti hic intelligitur illa, quae
oblationi legali in adyto faltae refpondet. Ea autem eft
non oblatio in altari crucis falta, fed falta in adyto
coclefti. Falta autem ibi eft, per Spiritum cocleftem,
aut, ut ante dixit vii. 10. per wvim wvitae indiffolubilis,
quia fpiritus ejus jam non erat vivens tantum, ut in
vita hac terrena, fed in acternum corpus fibi adjunttum,
vivificans. 1. Cor. xv. 45... Az hic {ume, ut {upra
ver. 12. pro praepofitione cum, quemodo et Hebraeum
2 poni folet. Intelligitur hinc dignitas oblationis, quod
eam fecit is, qui jam {piritu et corpore erat unmortalis.
Sanguini autem purgatio ifta tribuitur, quia per fangui-
nem, id eft, mortem Chrifti, fecutd ejus excitatione et
eveQione, gignitur in nobis fides. Rom. iii. 25. . . Cum
dicit Zpupmoy, refpicit legem victimarum Lev, xxil. zi).

.. In
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There are fome others likewife, who have

fo pertinently criticifed upon this text, that
I am willing to tranfcribe their remarks be-
low, for the fake of intelligent readers. [31]

M 23.

. In vitimis legalibus nullum debebat effe corporis
vitium : In Chrith vita nihil fuit vitiofum. Et ideo
Spiritu illo acterno donatus eft.  Grot. Annot. in Hebr.
ix. 14.

[31] 0; dix @YU aTOS o'c’w'w/z;.] Qui a mortuis
fufcitatus, cum fpirituali et immortali corpore (quod an-~
tequam in coelefte tabernaculum ingrederetur, accepit,)
omnis infirmitatis et patibilitatis labe, quae mortali na-
turae inhaerent, purgatum femetipfum obtulit Deo,
fedens ad dexteram maJeﬁatia ejus in coelis. Brenius
i e,

Chriftum autem, cujus fanguinem opponit {anguini
taurorum et hircorim, deferibit, quod ger fpiritum ae-
ter mmzf/f)/um Do immaculatum obtulerit, Chrifto jam
e mortuis fufcitato tribuit /pirztum aeternum : quia poft
refufcitationem anima cjus non amphus eft anima vivens,
fed fpiritus vivificans. 1. Cor.xv. 45. diciturque habe-
re vitam indiflolubilerh, fupra, vii. 16. et in aeternum
manere. ver. 24. Vivit €rzo in omnem aeternitatern,
ut fit aeternus Pontifex. Chriftus nimirum fanguinem
fuum, tanquam viétima, in cruce cffudit, ct cum ifto
fanguine, id eit, virtute illius fanguinis, jam e mortuis
fufcitatus, et fpiritus vivificus ac acturnus, [zipfum in
coelis obtulit Deo, id eft, coram Deo pro nobis com-
parult

Dicitur autem hic, fe cltuliffe z/fzmamlatmz, non tan-
tum refpectu vitae fuae, quam hic in terris degit, qua-
tenus finc ulla peccati labe vixit. 1. Pet. ii. 22. 2. Cor.
v, 21. fed et refpedtu ftatus illius coeleftis, quo nunc
fruitur, ab omni infirmitate, cui hic in tetris in ftatu
humiliationis obnoxius fuit, adeo ut nihil in 1pfo, ut
acternus fit Pontifex, defiderari poffit. Vid. cap, vit, 26,
Pbh, Limboreh in Ep. ad. Hebr, cap. ix. 14.
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23. Hebr. x. 28. 29. He that defpifed
Mofes law, died without mercy, under two
or three witnefles. Of bow much forer pu-
nifbment, fuppofe ye, fhall be be thought wor-
thy, who bas troden wunder foot the Son of
God, and has counted the bloud of the cove-
nant, wherewith be was [anétified, an unboly
thing, and bas done defpite unto the Spirit of
Grace?

The cafe here fuppofed is that of apoftafy
from the Chriftian faith. The perfons in-
tended are fuch as thofe fpoken of ch. vi.
4. who bad tafled of the heavenly gift, and
were partakers of the Holy GEoff. And one
of the aggravations of their apoftafy is, that
they bad done defpite to the Spirit of grace:
or rejeted, and caft reproach upon that
great evidence of the truth of the Chriftian
Religion, the miraculous gifts, which God
had moft gracioufly beftowed upon them-
felves, and others. So [32] Grotius. And
Limboreh exprefleth himfelf to the like pur-

pofe. [331]
24,

[32] Kai 10 wmifvua wws yapes iwbpicas @ et Spi-
ritui gratiae contumeliam fecerst.] Spiritum illum, quem
{fummo Dei beneficio acceperat, contumelia affici-
ens : nullius pretii aeftimans tantum donum, quo fe
ipfe ait privatum. &rot. in loc,

[33] Tertium. Et Spiritum gratiae contumelié af-
fecit.  Spiritus gratiae eft fpiritus ille, qui in initio
praedicationis Evangelii datus fuit credentibus, ad con-
finnationem divinitatis evangelii : nimirum dona illa

extra-
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24. Johnv. 5...10. Who is bhe that
overcometh the world, but be that believetbh,
that fefus is the Son of God 2 This is be that
came by water and bloud, even Tfefus Chriff,
not by water only, but by water and bloud.
And it is the Spirit that beareth witnefs, be-
caufe the Spirit is truth. For there are three
that bear witnefs : the Stirit, and the water,
and the bloud, And thefe three. agree in one.
If we receive the witnefs of men, the witnefs
of God is greater : For this is the witnefs of
Guod, which be bas teflified of bis Son. He
that believeth on the Som of God, bath the
witnefs in bimfelf. He that believeth not
God, bath made bim a liar, becaufe he be-
lieveth not the record, that God gave of bis
Son.

I have quoted this paffage according to the
Alexandrian, and other ancient manufcripts,
and the citations in ancient writers, without
regarding any modern, printed copies :
which, indeed, deferve not any regard.

Some have paraphrafed the former part of
ver. 6. in this manner, ‘ Now that this
Jefus Chrift was a real man, and died, we

have the utmoft teftimony. For I my-felf,
M 2 when

extraordinaria Spiritus San&i, quae paffim in A&lis et
Epiftolis Apoftolorum in credentes effufa legimus. Qui
vocatur Spiritus gratiae, tum quia ex gratia divini cre-
dentibus datus eft: tum quia per illum obfignata fuit
divinitas doftrinae Jefu Chrifti, in quid maxima et ex-
cellentiffima Dei gratia patefacta eft. Limb. in Ep. ad
Hebr, p. 667.
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when he expired on the crofs, faw his fide
pierced with a fpear, and bloud and water
gufth out at the wound: which are two de-
termining proofs, that he really died.” Sup-
pofing, that here is a reference to what is
related in St John’s Gofpel. xix. 34. 35.

But that is manifeftly a weak and arbitra-
ry interpretation. [34] St Fobn is not hese
obferving the proofs of our Lord’s real hu-
manity, but of his being the Son of God,
the Meffiah.

To me it feems, that the water, an em-
blem of purity, [Ezek. xxxvi. 25.] denotes
the innocence of cur Lord’s life, which was
without fpot, and exemplarie : and the rea-
fonablenefs, excellence, and perfection of
his doétrine, which, after the ftricteft exa-
mination, and piceft fcrutiny, cannot be
charged with any errour or falfhood. The
bloud denotes our Lord’s willing and patient,
though painful and ignominious death, the
utmoft teftimony, that can be given of in-
tegrity. The Spirit intends our Lord’s
many miraculous works, wrought by the
Spirit, the finger, the power of God, or
God himfelf. This teftimonie is truth, thqt
is, exceeding true, {o that it may be relied

upon.

2

[34] And yet it is followed by the late Mr Wetfiein :
Probavit fe non phantafma, fed verum hominem effe,
qui ex fpiritu, fanguine, et aqui feu humore conftaret.

Joh. xix. 34, 35. F. F. Wetflen in loc. p. 721.
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apon, For it is unqueftionable, and can-
not be gainfayed. Sce John v. 32...3y.
x. 25. A&Qsii. 22.

Here are three witnefles [35]. And they
agree in one. ‘They are harmonious, all fay-
ing the fame thing, and concurring in the
{fame teftimonie.

The Apoftle adds ver. 9. If we receive
the witnefs of men, the fwztnej} of God is
greater : referring to the appointment in the
law of Meofes, that by the mouth of two or
three witneffes any matter might be eftablifbed.
Deut. xvii. 6. and xix. 15. Whatfoever was
attefted by two or three men, was deemed
true and certain. In the point before us
there are three moft credible witnefles, one
of whom is God himfelf. Refufing this tel-
timonie therefore would be the fame, as
making God a liar, or charging bim with
giving falfe ev1dence and with a defign to
deceive, and impofe upon his creatures. He
that belicveth not God, bath made Him a liar,
becaufe be believeth not the te]lmwny, which
God giveth of bis Soa.

M 3 This

[35.] ‘Or TpEis S o4 HD&PTUP;UTE;- s. A. 1 fhall
here put down a fimilar exprefhion of the Sophift Aeli-
us Ariftides, in the fecond centurie. Oration. T.i. p.
14.6 edit, Jebb. al. p. 273. szt, yacp T 04 pxpry-
prrovTes woapaxev‘ua Adwvaliwy Tivas Tav wunv, Afwvaios,
Aamzimp.omt, Bom)rm



166 The firf2 Pofifcript.

This interpretation is the fame, as that in
Groatius [36], or not very different.

25. Rev. xxii. 17. And the Spirit and
the Bride fay : Come. ¢ Thatis, fays [37]
Grotius, men, who are endowed with. {pi-
ritual gifts.”

Mt Pyle’s paraphrafe is this: ¢ The
whole body of truly good Chriftians, who
are the true church and fpoufe of Chrift.”
And in his notes he fays. < The Spirit and
the Bride, or the [piritual Bride, that is,
the true church of Chrift. Thus grace and
truth is a truth conveying the greateft fa-
vour, Johni. 17. Glory and wirtue is glo-
rious virtue or power. 1. Pet. i, 3. Aingdom
and glory, a glerious kingdom. 1. Thefl. ii,
12, Had the generality of Commentators
obferved this, they would not have had oc-
cafion to interpret this of the Holy Spirit of
God, wifbing, and praying for the coming of
Chrift’s kingdom, in the fame manner, and
with the fame ardency, as St fobn, and the
Cbhriftian Church here does. Which to me
feems very incongruous.” So Mr Pyle
whofe interpretation is approved by Mr

Lowman.
_Brensus

[36] Et in epiftola 1. Joh. v. 8. Agua eft puritas
vitae Chriftianae, quae fimul cum martyrio, et miracu-
lis, teftimonium reddit veritati dogmatis. Grot. Ann.
in Joh. iii. 5.

[37] Id eft, viri propheticis donis clari. Vidé fupra
ver. 6. Eft abftraCtum pro concreto: Spiritus pro ha-
bentibus Spiritum,  Dicunt : Veni. &c. Grot, in loc,



The firff Poflfcripe. 167

Brenius [38] is not very different. Or,

as fome [39] other Interpreters exprefs it :

““ The Spirit and the Bride: that is, the

Church animated by the Spirit, and ardently
longing for the coming of Chrift,”

Every one may perceive, that we have
been difcourfing of miraculous gifts and
powers : which now are, and for a long
time have been commonly called extraordi-
nary gifts of the Spirit. Thefe are not
faving, They who received fuch gifts after
baptifm, and profeflion of faith in Jefus
Chrift, were thereby fatisfied, that the doc-
trine of Chrift was true, and from heaven.
And they were affured, that if they acted
according to that faith, they might be faved,
without obferving the peculiarities of the law
of Mofes. Bat fuch gifts alone were not
faving, without fincere virtue, and the prac-
tife of a good life.

So fays St Paul 1. Cor. xiii. 1. 2. But co-
vet earneflly the befl gifts. ra yapicpara 7
woestToves. And yet fhew I unto you a more ex-

cellent way. Though I [peak with the tongues
M 4 o

[38] Spiritus qui eft in Sponsa, vel Sponfa per Spi-
ritum, qui in ipsa refidet, dicit: id eft, credentium om
nium vota, tum feparatim tum conjunétim, hoc idem
contendunt. Bren, in loc.

] Ceft 2 dire, I’Epoufe, qui eft Eglife animée
du S. Efprit, et foupirant ardemment apres ’apparition
de J.C. Lenf ¢t. Beauf.
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of men and angels, and have not ckarity,
am become as founding brafs, or a tinkling
cymbal.  And though I have the gift of pro-
phecy, and zmder'/?and all myfteries, and all
/mowlea’ge and though 1 have all faith, fo
that 1 could remove mountains, end bhave not
charity, I am notbing. 'The fame might be
faid of the neceﬂlty of {obriety, and bumi-
lity, and meeknefs, or any other virtue,
that is there faid of charity, or love. And
perhaps all focial virtue is ccmmenended by
the Apoftle in the one virtue here mentioned
by him, For in another place he fays: Love
7s the fulfilling of the law. Rom. xiii, §...
I0.

 And that all virtues cught to be joyned
together, and carefully cultivated by thofe
who make a profeflion of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, is fhewn by St Peter. And befide
this, fays he, giving all diligence, cdd to
your faith virtue, or fortitude, aud fo virtue
knowledge, and to knowledge tempercnce, end
Zo z‘empc’rmzce przfzmce ﬂﬂd to ]/ﬂflff’ce god-
finefs, and to godiinefs bretherly-tindnefs . . .
For fo an entrance J,)a/l be minifired to you
abundantly inio the everlafting kingdom of our
Ford and Saviour ffus Chrifl, 2. Pet. i, 5

e ow IO.
I '

I have now finithed what I

Conclufion. propofed at the begining of this
Poﬁfcnpt hwmOr explained, ac-

cording
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cording to my ability, thofe words, the Sp:-
rit, the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit of God,
as ufed in the Scriptures.

Many of the interpretations, which have
been given by me, will be readily affented
to by all, If any others thould ot be ap-
proved of at firft, I hope, no oftenfe neceds
to bes taken. I do not diftate: but with
humility and deference recommend thefe
thoughts to the confideration of my brethren
in Chrift Jefus,

It becomes us all to examine the doc-
trines, which are propofed to us. We thould
not be Chriftians and Proteftants upon the
fame grounds, that others are Mahometans
and Papifts : barely becaufe fuch or fuch
opinions are generally received, and eftablifh-
ed in the countrey, where we live.

Our blefled Lord and his Apoftles have
forewarned us, that mer would arife, teach-
ing perverfe t/azngs, that tares would be
mingled with the good grain, and errour
with truth., The event has been according-
ly. If there are any notions concerning a
Trinity of Divine Perfons, which are not
right and juft : if tranfubfantiation is not a
reafonable and fcriptural dorine: if the

worfhip of angels, and departed faints, and
of their images, is not required, and com-
manded, but condemned and forbidden in
the Old and New Teftament: it muft be
allowed, that corruptions have been brought

mto
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into the Chriftian Church, For fuch things
there are among thofe, who are called
Chriftians,

What is to be done in this cafe ? Are they,
who difcern fuch corruptions, obliged to ac-
quiefce ? Would it be fin, to fhew, how
unreafonable and unfcriptural fuch things
are> I do not fee, how this can be faid,
provided it be done with meeknefs and gen-
tlenefs.

Plato, in his Timaeus, fays, ¢ That [40]
it is very difficult to find out the author and

arent of the univerfe, and when found, it
1s impofiible to declare him to all.” Cicero,
who tranflated that work of Plato into La-
tin, renders the laft claufe, as if Plato had
faid: ¢ When [41] you have found him, it
is unlawfull to declare him to the vulgar.”
Perhaps, that was Cicero’s own fentiment.
Being a Statefman, and Politician, as well
as a Philofopher, he might be more con-
cerned for peace than truth. A multitude
of deities being the prevailing belief, he was
afraid to oppofe the prejudices of the people,
who might be offended at the dorine of

the Divine Unity with it’s confequences.
But

A 9 N ) ’ od 3y ad N

[40] Tov miv 3v woinTny xai maripa T¢ Jt T8 wWaVTos
€~ L4 A / » . T of ’

SUPEID TE EpYOV, Rl EUPOVTR, £45 WAVTES IUVATOY AEYEN.

Platon, Timaeus. p. 28. . 3. Serran. et ap. Fabr,

?- 336. . _
[41] —=et cum jam inveneris, indicare in vulgus,

nefas,
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But fo it fhould not be among Chriftians,
who, befide the light of nature, have alfo
the light of revelation.

Says the Pfalmitt: In Fudab is God
known. His name is great in Ifrael. PA,
Ixxvi. 1. It was their great privilege, and
happinefs, that God was known among
them, and worfhiped, and ferved by them:
when Heathen people were ignorant of the
true God, and worfhiped fenflefs idols, That
diftintion was owing to the revelation,
which God had made of himfelf to Abra-
bam, and his defcendents. Which benefit
we alfo now enjoy, together with the clearer
and fuller revelation of God and his will,
which has been made by our blefled Saviour,
the promifed Mefliah. See Johni. 18. iv,
23. 24. Xvii. 25. 26.

Says that moft excellent teacher of men
in an addrefs to the Father : And thisislife
sternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and fefus Chrift, whom thou haft
Jfent. John xvii. 3.

The right knowledge of God and Chrift
therefore muft be the greateft of bleffings,and
fhould be fought after in the firft place, and
be prized above all things. And where-ever
the benefit of it is obftructed by wrong no-
tions, it may be the duty of fome to give,
and of others to receive inftru&tion: that
God may be glorified, and men may be edi-

fied, and faved,
The
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The Scriptures are acknowledged to be the
fountain of religious knowledge. Accord-
ingly fome there have been among us, and
in our own times, who have endeavoured to
give a clear account of the Scripture-Doc-
trine concerning God and Chrift : men of
unqueftioned picty, and eminent for natural
and acquired abilities. And though their
{chemes have not been exactly the fame, and
they have not all had equal fuccefs and ac-
ceptance, it muft be acknowledged, that their
writings have been very ufeful. They have
kept up, and cherifhed a fpirit of inquiry
and thoughtfulnefs in things of religion.
And they have promoted knowledge, mode-
ration, candour and equity among Chriftians.
And may fuch excellent difpofitions prevail
among us yet more and more !

Saith the venerable Dr Sherlock, Bithop of
London in the fourth volume [42] of his
Dicourfes, lately publithed, p. 321. 322.
¢ From thefe things laid together it is evi-
dent, that the Apoftles were witneffes and
teachers of the faith, and had no authority
to add any thing to the do&rine of Chrift,
or to declare new articles of faith.”

“ Now if the Apoftles, commiflioned
dire¢tly by Chrift himfelf, and fupported
by miraculous gifts of the Spirit, had not

‘ this

[42] Tt is the xii. Difcourfe in that volume. The
text is the epiftle of St Jude. ver. 3. latter part.
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this power, can any of their fucceflors in
the government of the Church, without
great impiety, pretend to it? Did the Bi-
fthops and Clergy of the ninth and tenth
centuries know the articles of the faith bet-
ter than the Apoftles did ? Or were they
more powerfully affifted by the Holy Spi-
rit? No Chriftian can think it, or fay it.
Whence is it then, that the Church of
Rome has received the power they pretend
to, of making new articles of faith, and
dooming all to eternal deftruction who re-
ceive them not? Can any f{ober, {ferious
Chriftian truft himfelf to fuch guides, and
not tremble, when he reads the woe de-
nounced by St Paul : Though we, or an an-
gel from heaven, preach any other gofpel . ..
let bim be accurfed 2 Gal. 1. 8.7

Certainly, that is a noble declaration, and
well deferving the regard of all Chriftians.

His Lordfhip here allows, or even afferts
the rights of private judgement. He fup-
pofes, that common Chriftians, who have
no fhare in zhe government of the Church, are
able to underftand the doctrine delivered by
the Apofiles, and the determinations of Bi-
fhops, and to compare them together, and
to difcern, wherein they differ,  And he al-
lows us to reject now articles, not delivered
and taught by Chrift’s Apoftles. And ftrong-
ly reprefents to us the great hazard of zru/f-

ing
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ing to fuch afloming guides, as make and im-
pofe new articles of faith. '

If we may judge of articles, taught by
the Bifhops and Clergy of the ninth and
tenth centuries ; we may for the fame rea-
fon judge concerning thofe decreed by the
Bifhops and Clergy of the fourth and fifth
centuries . . For neither were they Apoftles,
but at the utmoft no more than fucceffors of
the Apoflles. And if it thould appear, that
they taught and recommended any articles,
which are no part of the faith, onee delivered
2o the faints by Chrift’s Apoftles, fuch arti-
cles may be rejected by us.

And fince it is allowed, that the Bithops
and Clergy of the ninth and tenth centuries
have afflumed an authority to decide new
articles, to which they had no right : fhould
not this put Chriftians upon their guard, and
induce them to examine the do&rine pro-
- pofed to them, and confider, whether it is
the faith once delivered to the fuints, or fome-
what added to it ? For what has been done,
or attempted, in fome ages, may have been
attempted in others.

His Lordfhip blames tbe Church of Rome
for making new articles of faith, and dooming
all to eternal defiruftion, who weceive them
not. _
We thould be impartial. If any others do

the like, are not they blamable allo? It is
well
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well known, that there is a Creed, in great
authority with many, befide the Church
of Rome, containing an abftrufe dorine,
very hard to be believed. And it would be
a very difficult undertaking to thew, that 7¢
adds not any thing to the doftrine of Chriff,
as taught and teftified by his faithful Apo-
ftles. And yet it is there faid : ¢ This is
the catholic faith, which except a man be-
lieve faithfully, he cannot be faved.” And
¢ which faith, except every man do keep
whole and undefiled, without doubt he
fhall perith everlaftingly.” Can this be juf-
tified? And does not the Bifhop’s argu-
ment, juft recited, oblige me to add, though
unwillingly < May it not deferve to be con-
fidered by every fober and ferious Chriftian,
who folemnly recites that Creed : On whom
thofe anathemas may fall, if God fhould
treat men according to firict juftice !

But I forbear enlarging. For I have been
defirous, if poffible, not to fay any thing
offenfive. Therefore I do not indulge my-
fel in grievous complaints, and fevere repre-
henfions of fuch things, as by many have
been thought to be wrong.

But, if I might be permitted to do it, I
would take notice of one thing, becaufe it
has a connettion with the fubje@t of this
Pofifcript.

“ Glory
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¢« Glory be to the Father, and to thé
Son, and to the Holy Ghoft: As it was
in the begining, is now, and ever fhall be,
world without end. Amen.”

Doubtlefs this is faid by many very fre-
quently, and with great devotion. But can
it be faid truly ? Does not that deferve con-
fideration ? Is there any fuch doxology in
the New Teftament? If not, how can it
be faid, to have been 77z the begzmzzg? Are
not the books of the New Teftament the
moft ancient, and the moft authentic Chrif-
tian writings in all the world ? It matters
not much, to inquire, when this doxology
was firlt ufed, or how long it has been in
ufe, 1f it is not in the New Teftament.
And whether it 1s there, or not, may be
known by thofe, who are pleafed to read it
with care: as all may, in Proteftant coun-
treys, where the Bible lves open to be feen
and 1ead by all men.

I would therefore, after many others, re-
commend the diligent ftudy of the Scrip-
tures, and the making ufe of all proper
means for gaining the true fenfe of them,
If we had the knowledoe of the Chriftian
Religion, as contained in “the Scriptures, the
advantages would be great and manifold.
Jefus would be unfpeakably amiable : and
the gofpel would appear to be a pear/ of great
price : Chriftians would be no longer wa-
vering and unfettled, but would be firmly

efta-
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cltablithed in a faith, that is throughout rea-
fonable, and excellent, and well attefted to be
of divine original.  As our Lord fays to the
woman of Samaria. john iv. 14. Whofoever
drinketh of the water that 1 fhall give bim,
Shall never thirfl. He will be fully fatisfied.
He will defire no other inftru&ion concern-
ing the right way of worfhiping and ferving
God, or obtaining true happinefs. Buf the
water that I [hall give bim, fhall be in bim
a well of water, [pringing up into everiafling
life.

flf we would fincerely ftudy, heartily em-

brace, and openly profefs the Chriftian doc«
trine in it’s puarity, and would diligently re-
commend it to others, upon the ground of
that evidence, with Which God hath clothed
it, we thould gain upon deifts and infidels
of all forts, For a religion, reafonable and
excellent in all it’s principles, promulged by
a teacher of an unfpotted characer, with a
commiffion from heaven, confirmed by many
mighty works, which could be performed
by God only, has an evidence, which can-
not be eafily withftood, and gainfayed. But
no authority can recommend falthood and
abfurdity to rational beings, who think and
confider. Every one therefore, who loves
the Lord Jefus in fincerity, muft be willing
to reform abufesand corruptions, which have
been introduced into the Chriftian profef-
N fion,
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fion, and are matter of offenfe to heathens
and infidels.

When the religion profefled by Chriftians
thall be in all things agreeable to the Scrip-
tures, the only ftandard of religious truth ;
the advantages, juft mentioned, are very
likely : as alfo divers others, which may
be readily apprehended by every one. For
then the Papal power and tyranny, which
for many ages has been a heavie weight
upon Chm(’cendom will fink, and fall to
the ground: Impoﬁticns upon confcience,
which undermine religion at the very foun-
dation, and prevail at prefent to a great
degree in almoft all Chriftian countreys,
will be abolithed. The confequence of
which will be, that true piety and virtue
will be more general in all ranks and or-
ders of men. The great diverfity of opi-
nions, and fierce contentions among Chrif-
tians, which are now f{o great an offenfe
and fcandal to by-ftanders, will ceafe :
Chriftians will live in harmony, and will
love one another, as brethren. And the
Church of Chrift will be the joy and the
praife of the whole earth.

As an unbiafled and difinterefted love
and purfuit of truth are of great impor-
tance, and would mightily conduce to the
good ends and purpofes which are fo defi-
rable; I cannot but wifh, that we did all

of
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of us lefs mind our own things, the things of
our own worldly wealth and credit, our
own church and party, and more the things
of Fefus Chriff. To whom be glory and

dominion now and ever. Amen.

The End of the firft Pofifcript,
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