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determined the agenda for the Hanoverian era, and his Unitarian theology was to be a
lasting influence on Anglicans and Dissenters alike. In short both the persecution of
Thomas Emlyn and the spread of his ideas, like those of John Locke, are hidden
influences on the eighteenth century.

Thomas Emlyn’s early life did not immediately suggest that he would be a
martyr for religious freedom. Emlyn was born at Stamford, Lincolnshire, on 27 May
1663, son of Silvester Emlyn who was a shopkeeper. Emlyn’s father was also a
Stamford borough councillor, but was removed for nonconformity in 1662. Although

he was a nonconformist Emlyn’s father was a churchman in practice, and friendly
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execution of Lord William Russell, who was widely regarded as a Protestant martyr
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As for the rumour with you of my being addicted wholly to the church, it is so
far true, that (as | wrote you before) | preached once every Lord’s day publicly;
but you did very rightly understand me, that | had my license without ordination
or subscription, for | had it without any condition, and | do not intend to take
Episcopal ordination, unless I could escape the subscription, or be reconciled to
it, which 1 am not yet, nor think | shall be; but as for what concerns Lay-
conformity with the church I can safely dispense with it, and do not scruple to

preach either in church or meeting, bot
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are contained in the Apostles’ Creed.” He regarded ‘controversial divinity” as ‘men in

the dark... pleased with their ingenious romances.”’ He was also skilled in prayer and
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him.”*? He conceded the same to the congreg
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The final charge was that Emlyn had caused to be printed ‘a certain infamous and
scandalous libel... in which [he] did blasphemously falsely and maliciously assert,
affirm and declare... that Jesus Christ was not equal to God the Father...’®® The
weight of the crown evidence against him was so great that Emlyn had some difficulty
in obtaining counsel but, when he did, one of his lawyers, Mr Broderick, told the
Solicitor-General that he had never seen such a prosecution in all his years at the bar.

Even thoseh7u025.5e Bishop7uo2Wettenhallood, Kilo were well-disposed to Emlyn,
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seemed beset by universal intolerance.?
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the Bible and find examples of references
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give effect to the anti-subscription principles that underlay Emlyn’s work.*
Consequently Emlyn was often included in those who were enemies of established

religion. In 1722 the newspaper Mist’s Weekly Journal included Thomas Emlyn, with
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